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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 


IT doubtless will be expected, that the public should be more 
particularly informed, than they have been in the prospectus, of 
the design and plan of the editor in this work. 

To the most superficial observer, it must appear perfectly ob- 
vious, that the current of christian feeling, and christian effort, if 
it has not taken a new course, has received an entirely new im- 
petus during the last thirty years. Within the recollection of many 
who will probably read these remarks, the great work of promoting 
the gospel in the world, was confined, almost exclusively to the cler- 
gy. The mass of christian persons contented themselves with ap- 
plauding the efforts of their ministers, and with recommendations 
of those efforts to the patronage of heaven. The consequences 
were, that the exertions to.extend the Redeemer’s kingdom, were 
confined, feeble, and inefficient. A few liberal and pious men 
throughout the church, were perpetually devising judicious and 
noble schemes for doing good; but not being sustained by a reli- 
gious public, these persons became discouraged, and their plans 
languished, or were entirely abandoned. 

This is a hasty but correct portrait of what the church of Christ 
was, in every part of the world, as it respect d the want of any 
thing like a united effort to do good, by extending the influence of 
gospel principles. How different is it at present? One great im- 
pulse seems to actuate the whole of the christian community. No 
sooner is any plan proposed, which distinctly embraces the two 


* grand objects that ought ever to actuate the church, viz. the exten- 


sion of the divine glory, and the good of man, than multitudes, in- 

fluenced by the noblest principles, step forward to promotg the de- 

sign, both with their talents and their money. In many instances, 
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the old and the young, the serious and the gay, the parents and 


their little children, the slave and‘his master, all engage. in the: 


same work, and seem to feel the same divine impulse. 

It is granted there are exceptions to the above remarks. While 
in some sections of the country, every thing is activity’and zeal, 
in others the work languishes, or can scarcely be said to have com- 
menced. This want of activity is strongly marked, and is much ta 
be lamented, throughout all our western churches. Wherever this 
lethargy prevails, | apprehend it is chiefly to be attributed to one 
single cause; viz. the want of information. The great mass of 
christians throughout western America; have scarcely any know- 
ledge of the actual state of the christian world at the present mo- 
ment. They are unacquainted with the feelings, the struggles, 
the efforts, and the triumphs of their brethren, labouring in neigh- 
bouring, and in distant parts of the Lord’s vineyard. They may 
be doing well at home, and be devoutly praying for the coming of 
the kingdom of Christ ;—but they are using no active means to pro- 
mote religion; and all for the want of knowing what ought to be 
done, for the want of some person to give a proper direction to 
their pious benevolence. 

One leading design of this work, is, if possible, to remedy these 
evils, by diffusing religious intelligence. It is proposed, in a few of 
the firs: numbers, to place before the public, as distinctly as we can, 
a view of what has been done in the church, for the promotion of 
, christianity, during the last thirty years. This will comprise a 
condensed view of the operations of Bible Societies, and Mission- 
ary Societies, and the various auxiliary institutions in the form of 
Sabbath-day Schools, Tract Societies, &c. &c. By this means, we 
shall endeavour to bring up the religious public to the present pe- 
riod, and thus prepare the minds of christians to accompany us 
through whatever may yet occur. 

Independently of the pleasure which such intelligence cannot 
fail to impart to every pious mind, and the active and liberal zeal 
which ii must inspire, there is another point of view in which this 
subject may be contemplated, viz. as a mean of grace to our children 
and thoughtless neighbours. No religious family, that regards God’s 
providence, or properly estimates the means of grace, ought to be 
without a religious Magazine; and for this obvious reason: Every 
such work abounds with matters of fact. Now, the human mind, 
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im every grade of society, and at every age, is more influenced by 

facts, than by didactic lessons, however wisely the instructions may 

be delivered. It is this principle which imparts to fable aid’to fic- 

tion all their charms and power. Tt is‘the adthiration, natural to 

the haman mind, of’ the charms of ‘real life, which imparts to his- 

tory that interest which enchains every mind. ft is the same prin- 

ciple that fills our libraries with the semblance of real life, in the 

form of novels and romances, a species of books most pernicious 

to virtue and religion. Let every pious ‘parent avail himself of 
this principle, which operates so strongly in the bosoms of his 
children. Lei him place within their reach a religious Magazine. 
In every well conducted work of this kind, details of real life 
are to be met with. Here are history and biography.—Here we 
see the operations of the human mind, when penetrated by the most 
horrid ‘ears, and excited by the most lively hopes. “Here we be- 
hold tiie workings of God’s providence employed about that very 
thing on the account of which the world is sustained, and for which 
Christ shed his blood; and above all, we are here rendered familiar 
with the operations of divine grace, as displayed in the active zeal 
and dying triamph of the saints of the most high God. So great 
is the influence of example, so powerful is the principle of sympa- 
thy in human conduct, that, taking into view the present state of 
the church, and march of divine grace and truth in the world, we 
will venture to say, no family is fully furnished with the means of 
grace, that is not furnished with a religious Magazine. 

Religious papers ought to be, as far as possible, exclusively so. 
When religious and political intelligence are found in the same 
paper, it presents, especially to the youth of our families, a pow- 
erful temptation to violate the Sabbath. The Sabbath-day is, 
with the labouring part of the community, almost the only day 
devoted to reading. A religious Magazine may safely be recom- 
mended by pious parerts, as a highly useful spe ses of reading for 
the Sabbath. But should the paper contain political, as well as re- 
ligious intelligence, there is very little probability that our children, 


unless they be pious, will close their reading where the religious . 


intelligence closes. The temptation will be strong to violate the 
Sabbath, by perusing the paper entire. wet not parents for the 
sake of a little saving, and in order to get both political and reli- 
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gious news in the same paper, throw so strong a temptation before 
their children. 

There is still another point of light in which an extensive ac- 
quaintance with works of christian charity, and a participation in 
them, strongly recommend themselves to the attention of all pious 
persons, ‘There never was any christian who did not desire his child- 
ren and neighbours to be engaged in acts of piety and benevolence. 
Charity is the very spirit and essence of the gospel. Acts of chari- 
ty, when performed by the pious, have’a direct tendency to purify 
the heart, and assimilate the christian to the image of his Maker; 
and when performed by those who are not pious, they are among 
the noblest means of grace. \t may well be questioned, whether an 
instance can be produced, of any person, young or old, who has for 
any length of time been employed in acts of christian charity, who 
has not eventually been brought to embrace the faith of the gos- 
pel. Now, nothing will have so direct a tendency to excite to 
acts of christian charity, as an extensive acquaintance with the 
charitable acts of our fellow men. This information can be ob- 
tained by no other means, than by that of a religious Magazine. 
Such a work, we again repeat it, is indispensable in every welt 
furnished family, as a most precious mean of grace. Should any 
parent to whom we address ourselves to-day, ten or fifteen years 
hence, when the cause of God and of truth shall have greatly ad- 
vanced, see his child employed in works of hostility to the conquer- 
ing Saviour; and find him acting as some are doing at this time, 
holding up to scorn the efforts of the christian world; and should 
such a parent have the mortification to reflect that he did not early 
habituate his child to acts of piety and christian benevoélence, and 
that he neglected to familiarize his mind with the history of God’s 
grace, as displayed in modern times, how painful the reflection! 
how incurable the wound! 

Let none say, the expense is too heavy. I will venture to pro- 
nounce it, there is not a family upon earth, which has been well fur- 
nished with Bibles, and Magazines, and other religious books, and 
where these books have been perseveringly read, that they have 
not proved an actual saving in point of cash. Induce your child to 
buy a Bible, or buy one for him yourself; encourage him to become 
a member of a Bible or a Missionary Society, or put into his hands 
a religious Magazine, and, tn all probability, you induce him, vol- 
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untarily, to diminish his outlayings many fold beyond all your actual 
expense in this way. It is not among the least of the benefits of 
that course which we would recommend to you, that ii- full appli- 
cation would induce our families, and the community at large, to 
circumscribe their desires by their real wants, 

To every christian, the souls of his childrem are incalculably 
valuable; and in moments of ardent devotion, and cool reflection, 
there is nothing on earth he would not resign, in order to secure 
that which is of eternal moment. Let these excellent feelings, 
and wise deductions, be permanent, and uniformly operative. Re- 
member God works by means. You cannot, you dare not live 
without the public means of grace, if you can at all procure them. 
Be no less anxious to have the means of grace in your house at 
home. Let your child always have it in his power, when he has 
a leisure hour, to lay his hand upon a Bible, on some practical book, 
or on a Magazine. , 

The very fact of any person being employed in the circulation 
of a religious work, or being connected with a society of respect- 
able persons in the promotion of some good and great design of 
piety and benevolence, has itself a tendency to elevate the charae- 
ter, to chasten the heart, and prepare the mind for the reception 
of the truth. This remark applies with peculiar force to young 
persons. 

In addition to the design of giving general circulation to reli- 
gious intelligence of every useful kind, and thereby exciting reli- 
gious people of every denomination, to greater zeal and effort; the 
editor of the Christian Register, proposes to enrich his Magazine 
with choice dissertations and arguments in support of the grand 
doctrines of our holy religion, Aid in this department will be 
sought for, from the pens of such men as Magee on the Atonement, 
Horsley’s Tracts, Stewart, &c. &c, This part of the work is, it 
is thought, imperiously demanded by the state of our country. It 
is well known, that in no part of America, except in the neigh- 
bourhood of Boston, are the soul-destroying errors of Socinus, and 
Arius, so industriously circulated as in Kentucky, and the adjacent 
states. Some remedy must be sought for, or the disease will be- 
come deadly. Removed, my christian friends, as we are, to an 
unapproachable distance from the book-stores of the Atlantic states, 
and compelled, if we purchase books in this country, to pay a most 
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extravagant price for them, it is with anticipations of the most 
pleasurable kind, that the editor indulges the hope of being able 
to remedy, in some small degree, this want among the great mass 
ef christians in our country. This remark is only intended to em- 
brace that kind of reading which shall have a tendency to excite 
to more personal piety, to greater exertions in'the promotien of the 
gospel, and shall aid in confirming christians in the belief of the 
leading doctrines of their faith, by placing before them short and 
pungent abstracts from the ablest pens. 

In these selections and disquisitions, the most-sacred regard will 
at all times be paid to those doctrines which are acknowledged to 
be fundamental, by all evangelical churches. Do you, my christian 
brother, mourn over the degradation with which the character of 
eur divine Lord, and his atonement are often treated in our country; 
be careful to strengthen your own faith, and guard the yet unset- 
tled principles of your children, by securing a ready access to the 
unanswerable arguments of such men as have been named above. 
These arguments, accompanied.with whatever may from time to 


‘time drop from the pens of the enlightened and the pious, we will 


endeavour, from month to month, to bring to your houses. 

Do you desire to pray with yet more faith, “Thy kingdom come;” 
have it in your power to trace, with some degree of accuracy, the 
monthly progress of that blessed kingdom. Do you desire your 
children to come “to the heip of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty;” let them put their infant hands to the 
work of the Lord now. Make every child you have, who is old 
enough to understand what he is doing, a contributor to the Lord’s 
work, if it only be one cent a month, and to induce them to do so, 
make them acquainted with the proceedings of Bible Societies, and 
the success of Missionary labours; in a word, familiarize them with 
the fulfillment of 'God’s promises, and the march of God’s cause in 
the world at this moment. 

It is true, you may hear these things stated from the pulpit, or you 
may read something of them in a fugitive newspaper; but it is 
presently forgotten, and the details are lost. You are bound to 
have these great facts of the triumphs of divine grace, preserved 
in the family archives, that you may recar to them years hence; 
that you may estimate what is yet to be done, by what has bee, 
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done. That you may turn to a fact, or retrace an argument, just as 
your condition, or the condition of your family may require, 

In the management of the Christian Register, a very special re- 
gard will be paid to the youth. That part of the community may 
always expect to find a portion of the Magazine particularly de- 


voted to them. Some young persons have already interested thems. 


selves in the promotion of this work, and we would flatter our- 


selves many others in various parts of the country will follow their 
example. 


It shall be the constant effort of the editor of the Christian Re-. 


gister, to render the work worthy of the public patronage. He has 
undertaken it under some discouragements, and not without many. 
fears of its ultimate success. He would prayerfully commit it to 
that God who has all things and all hearts in his hand; and ear-- 


nestly solicit the aid and patronage of all who long for Zion’s pros- 
perity. 





The following extract is from the pen of that excellent divine, the Rev. Heneage 


Horsley, Lord Bishop of St. Asaph. It is part of 2 Sermon delivered by him on the 
Incarnation. 


“We are assembled this day, to commemorate our Lord’s Nativity.. 
It is not as the birth-day of a prophet that. this day is sanctified; 
but as the anniversary of that great event, which had been an- 
nounced. by the whole succession of prophets, from the beginning 
of the world; and in which the predictions concerning the manner 
of the Messiah’s advent, received their complete and literal accom- 
plishment. In the predictions, as well as in the corresponding event, 
the circumstance of the miraculous conception; makes so principal 
a part, that we shall not easily find subjects of meditation, more 


“suited either to the season, or to the times, than these two points; 


the importance of this doctrine, as an article of the Christian faith, 
and the sufficiency of the evidence by which the fact is supported. 

“First, for the importance of the doctrine, as an article of the faith; 
it is evidently the foundation of the whole distinction between the 
character of Christ, in the condition of a man, and that of any 
other prophet. Had the conception of Jesus been in the natural 
way; had he been the fruit of Mary’s marriage with her husband, 
his intercourse with the Deity could have been of no other kind, 
than the nature of any other man might have equally admitted: 
an intercourse of no higher kind than the prophets enjoyed, when 
their minds were enlightened by the extraordinary influence of 
the Holy Spirit. The information conveyed to Jesus, might have 








a 5 iia 











8 Horsley on the Incarnation. [June, 


been clearer and more extensive, than any imparted to any former 
prophet; but the manner and the means of communication, must 
have been the same. The holy Scriptures speak a very different 
language: they tell us, that the “same God who spake in times past 
to the fathers by the prophets, hath in these latter days spoken un- 
to us by his Son;” (Heb. 1. 1, 2.) evidently establishing a distinction 
of Christianity from preceding revelations, upon a distinction be- 
tween the two characters of a prophet of God, and of God’s Son. 
Moses, the great lawgiver of the Jews, is described in the book of 
Deuteronomy, as superior to al] succeeding prophets, for the inti- 
macy of his intercourse with God, for the variety of his miracles, 
and for the authority with which he was invested. “There arose 
not a prophet in Israel like unto Moses, whom Jehovah knew face 
to face: in all the signs and wonders which Jehovah sent him to do 
in the land of Egypt, to Pharoah, and all his servants, and to ali his 
land: and in all that mighty hand, and im all the great terror, which 
Moses showed in the sight of all Israel.” (Deut. xxxiv. 10—12.) 
Yet this great prophet, raised up to be the leader and the legislator 
of God’s people; this greatest of the prophets, with whom Jeho- 
vah conversed face to face, as a man talketh with his friend; bore, 
as we are told, to, Jesus, the humble relation of a servant to a son: 
(Heb. iii. 5,6.) and lest the superiority on the side of the Son, 
should be deemed a mere superiority of the office to which he was 
appointed, we are told, that the Son is “higher than the angels,” 
being the effulgence of God’s glory, “the express image of his per- 
son,” (Heb. i. 3—6.) the God “whose throne is forever and ever, 
the sceptre of whose kingdom is a sceptre of righteousness :” (Heb. 
i. 8.) and this high dignity of the Sou, is alleged as a motive for 
religious obedience to his commands, and for reliance on his prom- 
ises. It is this, indeed, which gives such authority to his precepts, 
and such certainty to his whole doctrine, as render faith in him the 
first duty of religion: had Christ been a mere prophet, to believe 
in Christ had been the same thing as to believe in John the Baptist. 
The messages, indeed, announced on the part of God by Christ, and 
by John the Baptist, might have been different; and the importance 
of the diflerent messages unequal; but the principle of belief in 
either, must have been the sume. 

“Hence it appears, that the intercourse’ which Christ, as a man, 
held with God, was different in kind, from that which the greatest 
of the prophets ever had enjoyed: and yet how it should differ, 
otherwise than in the degree of frequency and intimacy, it will 
not be very easy to explain; unless we adhere to the faith trans- 
mitted to us trom the primitive ages, and believe that the Eternal 
Word, who was in the beginning with God, and was God, so joined 
to himself the holy thing, which was formed in Mary’s womb, that 
the two natures, from the commencement of the virgin’s concep- 
tion, made one person. Between God and any living being, having 
a distinct personality of his own, separate from the Godhead, no 
other communion could obtain, than what should consist in the ac- 
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tion of the Divine Spirit, upon the faculties of the separate person, 
This communion with God, the prophets enjoyed: but Jesus, aé- 
cording to the primitive doctrine, was so united to the ever-living 
Word, ‘that the very existence of the man, consisted in this union. 
We shall not indeed find this proposition, that the existence of Ma- 
ry’s Son consisted from the first, and eVer shall consist, in his union 
with the Word; we shall not find this proposition, in these terms 
in Scripture. Would to God the necessity never had arisen, of 
stating the discoveries of revelation in metaphysical propositions! 
‘The inspired writers delivered their sublimest doctrines, in popular 
language, and abstained, as much as was possible to abstain, from 
a philosophical phraseology. By the perpetual cavils of gainsay- 
ers, and the difficulties which they have raised, later teachers, m 
the assertion of the same doctrines, have been reduced to the un- 
pleasing necessity, of availing themselves of the greater precision 
of a less familiar language. | F 
“But if we find ngt the same proposition in the same words in 
Scripture, we find in Scripture whateamounts to a clear proof of 
the proposition. We find the characteristic properties of both na- 
tures, the human and the divine, ascribed to the same person. We 
read of Jesus, that he suffered from hunger and from fatigue; that 
he wept for grief, and was distressed with fear; that he was obnox- 
ious to all the evils of humanity, except the propensity to sin. We 
read of thé same Jesus, that he had “glory with the Father before 
the world began ;” (John xvii. 5.) that “all things were created by 
him, (John i. 3.) both in heaven and in earth, visible and invisible; 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers; 
ali things were created by him, and for him,” (Coloss. i. 16%) and 
“he upholdeth all things by the word of his power:” (Heb. i. 3.) 
and that we may in some sort understand, how infirmity and per- 
fection should thus meet in the same ‘person, we are told by St. 
John, that the “Word was made flesh.” ' 
' “It was clearly, therefore, the doctrine of holy writ, and nothing 
else,.which the fathersasserted, in terms borrowed from the schools 
of philosophy, when they affirmed, that the very principle of peré 
sonality and individual existence, in Mary’s Son, was union with the 
‘uncreated’ Word: <A doctrine, in which,a miraculous conception 
would have been implied, had the thing not been recorded; since 
a man, conceived in’ the ordinary way, would have derived the 
principles of his existence from the mere physical powers of gen 
eration. Union with the Divine nature, could not have been the 
principle of an existence physically derived from Adam; and that 
intimate union of God and man, in the Redeemer’s person, which 
flie Scriptures so clearly assert, had been a physical impossibility. 
“But, we need not go so high as to the Divine nature of our Lord, 
to evince the necessity of his miraculous conception: it was neces- 
sary to the scheme of redemption, by the Redeemer’s offering of 
himself as an expiatory sacritice, that the manner of his concep- 


tion should be such; that he should in no degree partake of the 
Vor. 1. 2 
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natural pollution of the fallen race, whose guilt he came to atone, 
nor be included in the general condemnation of Adam’s progeny 
In what the stain of ori ginal sin may consist, and in wh it manner 


1 may be prop agated it is not to my present purpose to inquire : 
it is sufficient, that Adam’s crime, by the eppomtn sent of P ov idence, 
involved his whole posterity in punishment. in Adam,” says t 


apostle, “all die:” (1 Cor. xv. 22.) and for many lives thus Orfeit. 
ed, a single life, itself a forfeit, had been no ransom: nor, by the 
Jivine sentence only, inflicting death on the progeny, for the offen: 
of the progenitor; bnt by the proper guilt of his own sins, every 
one sprung by n tural dese ‘ent from the loins of Adam, is a debtor 
to Divine Justice, and incapable of becoming a mediator for hie 
brethren. “In many things,” says St. James, “we offend all.” 
(James i. 2.) “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our 
selves,” saith St. Johny “and the truth is not in us: and, if any 
man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous: and he is the prppitiation for our sins.” (1 Johni. 8 
and ii. 1 ) Even we Christians all offend, avithout exception even 
of the first and best Christians, the Apos stles, But St. John clearly 
separates the righteous advoc ate from the mass of those offenders 
—that any Christian is enabled, by the assistance of God’s Spirit, 
toattain to that degree of purity, which may entitle him to the fu- 
ture benefits of the rede mption, is itselfa present benefit of the 
propitiation which hathbeen made for us: and he, who, under the 
assault of every temptation, maintained that unsullied innocence, 
which gives merit and efficacy to his sacrifice and intercession, 
could not be of the number of those, whose offences called for an 
expiaticn, and whose frailties needed a Divine assistance, to raise 
them effectually from dead works, to serve the living God. In 
brief, the condemn: ation and the iniquity of Adam’s progeny, were 
universal. To reverse the universal sentence, and {6 purge the 
universal corruption, a Redeemer was to be found, pure of every 
atain of inbred and contracted guilt: and since every person, pro- 
duced in the natural way, could not but ‘be of the “contaminated 
cace; the purity, requisite to the efficacy of the Redeemer’s atone- 
ment, made it necessary, that the manner of his conception should 
be supernatural. 

Thas, you see the necessary connexion of the miraculous con- 
ception, with the other articles of the Christian faith—the imcar- 
nation of the Divine Word, so roundly nn by St. John, and 
so Clearly impliedein innumerable passages of holy writ, an any 
other way, had been impossible; and the Redman’ atonement, 
inadequate and ineffecttal? insomuch that, had thé extraordinary 
manner of our Lord’s generation made no part of the evangelical 
narrative, the opinion might have been defended, as a thing clearly. 
smplied in ine evangelical doctrine. 


(To be continued.) 
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FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE 


THE WASTE: PLACES OF ZION. 


Since the spirit of missions began to pervade the church, many 
nersons have written on this subject. We have no hope of adding 
ny thing novel to what has been said, but we think it important to 
keep alive among Christians, a remembrance of the destitute state of 
our fellow creatures, For, notwithstanding the many conquests 
which Christianity has achieved, and the numerous spoils which 
have been brought in to her from heathen lands, there is stilla large 
field for Christian exertion. There are many places where the 
fospel has never been preached—places that belong to Zion by 
prom ise and | y covenant Ask of me, and [ will give thee the hea- 


tne wr thine inheritance; and the uttermost parts of the earth for 
L possession [hus saith the Lord, in an acceptable time have t 


é 
heard thee; and in a day of salvation have | helped thee; and I 
will preserve thee, and give thee fora covenant to the people, to 

establish the earth, to cause to inherit the dec late heritages, that 
hou mayest say to the prisoners, go forth: to them that are in dark- 

ness, shew yourselves.” The pencil of inspiration has thus gone~ 
round the earth, and marked it all out, with tis kingdoms, its islands, 

and its deserts, as a possession cae to the Redeemer. 

On so practical a subject we shall wave a discussion of the ques 
tion how fur the gospel has extenlel already, c> whether many 
nations havenot rejected it to whem it has been offered. We he 
lieve that all the nations of the world might receive the gospel in 

short time, if they had inclinations for its reception. Of course, 
by i ts d uly. rejection, they incur accumulated responsibility,” But 


rs 
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this responsibility, so far from relaxing the efio “g ot Gifistians, is 
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spread of racby ieee are intluenced by such views oni as res- 
blessings, which the system carries along with it. 








emine atly great. It draws more closely all the So- 
1umerous domestic relations, the endearments of friend- 
enlarges the aifections, widens the ficld of rat tional 
new spheres of thot clit to the ¢ ce ntemplatine mind, 
ociety with a thousand charms... No one can. set 

ion on these su dinate comlorts than the expe- 


tian, yet they are not the»ehief reason why he de- 
he gospel. His conscience, purified and en- 
lightened by the Spirit, convinces him of the obligations of allmen 
to be holy; and that th el alone can restore to man that di 
vine image he has lost by _ 

He has found out the be: 
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1ature of sin; and as the tnd ebtes he promises and threat- 
enings of the Bible point to future scenes, he justly considers al! 
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men as the children of eternity. But above all, as the Christian 
system is a display of the perfections of God, he desires the pro- 
motion of the divine glory, in the enlargement of the church, and 
calling to a fellowship in its blessings, the perishing millions of the 
human race. We are willing to admit that the rays of reyelation 
have penetrated to a much greater distance among the differcat 
‘tribes and kindreds of the.earth, than many are apt to imagine: 
But let us suppose that the gospel has been offered to all mankind, 
So long as they continue to decline its gracious provisions, so long 
would it be our duty to persevere in the praiseworthy attempt, of 
bringing them to a better state of mind. After all, how confined 
are the timits of Zion! The claims of six hundred millions are but 
partially attended to by the church. Geography, books of voyages, 
with the researches of travellers, give us alarming views of the 
Spiritual desolation, that is abroad in the earth—and were there 
only a single spot in the world, which the tidings of salyation had 
never reached, for that spot every pious heart would feel deeply 
interested. 

Among the waste places of Zion may likewise be ranked such 
cities, villages, and even large tracts of country, as were once 
possessed of Christianity, but from which it has been taken away. 
Over such places a kind of sanctity is thrown, which seems to shed 
m few gleams of light on the clouds that shade the picture. For 
example, the Holy Land is interwoven with our earliest associa- 
tions. We have heard with delight of its brooks and its vineyards. 
its mountains and hills, its rivers and vales, are connected with our 
most classical recollections, The traveller, the historian, and the 
poet, have here lavished their choicest stores of description. 

The same kind of interest is connected with the churches of the 
Lesser Asia, and in some degree with those planted bythe apos- 
tlesin Greece. Under such circumstances it is possible that travel- 
ters, influenced by a warm imagination, may nofalways exhibit the 
degraded condition of the people in its true colours. But look at 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazarcth.* ‘The mosque of Omer fills the 
place of the temple; monasteries cover the abodes of the proph- 
ets; and the prowling Arab lurks amidst the green pastures, where 
the Psalmist once led forth his tranquil flocks. 

The waste places of Zion extend still further, There are many 
regions where the ordinances of the gospel are regularly sustained 
—where preachers fulfil their appointed rounds of duty, but where 
the cye of a Christian can discover, that the spirit of the gospel 
is departe’. Many are to be reckoned among the false teachers 
of the day, who speak much truth, but who withhold constantly 
from their hearers the peculiarities of the gospel. Before such 
teachers the face of the Church is like Eden, behind them it is a 
wilderness, It is painful to contemplate these desolations of Zion, 


* The reader may see a faithful description of the Holy Land in Clarke's Travels, 
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for the memory of brighter days springs up so soon to émbitter 
every recollection, Behold Geneva, England, and Scotland too, 
among whose mountains God has so often made the place of his 
feet to be glorious. We turn to our own country with peculiar in- 
terest, and find here the symptoms of a signal apostacy. 

It is remarkable, however, that every effort to supply the waste 
places of Zion, meets with opposition at the present day. We 
have to encounter the calculations of the philosopher, the suspieion 
of the sceptic, and the sneers of the profane witling. Will God 
comdemn the poor heathen? is a question often asked. We an- 
swer, did he condemn the Canaanites, when he commanded their 
groves to be cut down, and their altars to be destroyed, because the 
cup of their iniquity was full. The light of nature avails but little 
to man, whose moral powers are all in ruins. We challenge the 
records of paganism, to show the name of an individual, whom the 
light of nature has made a better man, whose heart it has cleansed, 
whose temper it has sanctified. 

Other objections arise from the fondness with which the heathen 
regard their systems of superstition, the strength of their pre- 
judices, and their ignorance. “As to the obstinacy with which 
nations adhere to those religious tenets which they have imbibed 
from education, it furnishes no solid argument against our views; 
it is, indeed, a just and weighty reason for an increase of caution, 
and on the same ground of difficulty it becomes an additional in- 
centive to an increase of diligence. You diffuse the light of philo- 
sophical knowledge, though it must lay open the fallacy and absurd- 
ity of many opinions which tradition has preserved concerning the 
origin and structure of the world. You introduce’such laws and 


customs as, in a course of time, will bring on a material revolution , 
in the manners of the nations with whom you are connected; and 





a 


militate against many ritual observances, which are now protected | 


by the supposed commands of the Almighty.”* . Had the apostles 
reasoned in this manner, we should never have contemplated those 
scenes of moral beauty, evolved before the eye.of the philanthro- 
pist, in countries that have ween blessed with the light of the gos- 
pel. Who is able to contrast the present state of England and 
Scotland, with their state under the reign of the Druids, and not 
find something to animate his exertions in the cause of Christianity. 


Oh Scotland, much I love thy tranquil dales: 
But most on Sabbath eve, when low the sun 
Slants through the upland copse, ’tis my delight, 
Wandering, and stopping oft, to hear the song 
Of kindred praise arise from humble roofs: 

Or when the simple service ends, to hear 

The lifted latch, and mark the gray hair’d man, 
The father and the priest, walk forth alone 

Into his garden plat or little tield, 

“To commune with his God in secret prayer. 


* White’s Sermons at the Bampton Lecture, 1784, p 242° - 
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Many seem to look with suspicion on missionary efforts for the 
heathen, who profess to admire Domestic Missions. We are told 
of our Indians to the west, our coloured population, our dilapidated 
churches, and vacant perishing congregations. ‘They feclingly 
represent the situation of our large commercial towns, and of our 
vill: ies, and wind up with the cold calculation, that charity begins 
at home. Perhaps these persons then are foremost in the c areer 
of benevolence at home, # Not so, reader. 

We are far from contending that there are no difficulties con 
nected with carrying the gospel to the waste places of Zion. The 
conquest of the world must involve perils and hardships. Some of 
the obstacles, however, arise from ourselves ; and an excessive 
fondness for scientific and literary pursuits is not to be ranked 
among the least. The love of praise has been called the last in- 
firmity of noble minds, It.is a dictate of our nature, but it ought 
never to be forgotten that our nature is corrupt. Christianity has 
a literature peculiar to itself, in which it is ornamental to excel, yet 
even this,ifmot properly controlled, may.make the heart the seat of 
ambition. “The world cannot present an object more pitiable, than 
a minister of the sanctuary, over whom the Jove of distinction seems 
to bear imperial rule. Such ministers will not be found among the 
waste places of Zion. A too great love of literature leads to such 
softness of character, as pam) for conflicting with any thing of 
a perilous nature. if the time which has been spent in compi ling 
the many folios which are never looked into, but by a few scholars, 
had been employed in active operations acainet the kingdom of 
corkeees, the limits of Zion would have been more wide! ly extend- 

ed at this day. Happy is that preacher who keeps al! things sub- 
ordinate to the love of the Saviour; for who would not rathershe 
Brainerd among his Indians, enjoying the, ri¢hconsolations of the 
gospel, than the most accomplisine d scholar, holding®@ fruitless 
communion with the sages, historians and poets of antiquity. 

Ministers Who pursue learaing to an unwarrantable extent, may 
gain their object. Théy al@y command the admiration of their 
fellow men. ‘T hey may be » i? oe seful. A burning mountain 


may display spots of verdure on its $drface, whilst consumed with- 
in by restless fires." So long as the heart is the seat of ambition, 
so long the tranquillity of the gospel’is absent, and unfitness for 
the duties of the minis 


try is the consequence. “In all things ap 
proving ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience, in 
afflictions, in necessities, in distresses. By honour and dishonour, 
by evil report and good report, as deceivers and yet true, as un- 
known yet well known, as dying and behold we live, as chastened 
and not killed, as sorrowful yct glways rejoicing, as poor yet mak 
ag many rich, as having nothi g yet possessing all things.” 
“Another diffi ulty is found, in . the dive rerty of denominations into 

which the church is distinguished. Every effort to rescue perish- 
ing sinners, from the w rath to come, is regarded as an effort to 


spread abroad the influence of a sect. The glory of our Redeem- 
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er, the extension of his kingdom, and the happiness Of millions, 
must all be sacrificed to-our views of ecclesiastical policy. At 
the same time, it would be criminal not to acknowledge, that of 
late years, Christians are becoming more alive to the importance 
of mutual efforts for the spread of the gospel. The tribes of Israel 
marched under different standards, but when contending against 
idolatry, they rallied round one common standard. 

The last discouragement we shall mention, is that over-anxious 
care about the things of time, so chara@teristic of many who pro- 
fess to be followers of the Saviour. The slightest contribution ig 
supposed to make serious inroads upon our property. Regardless 
of the promise of Him who feeds thegyoung ravens, when the 
cry, and who clothes the exposed lily of the field, they entrendl 


themselves in a selfishness too formidable for the most, pathetic. 


representations of the heathen world. They look to their own 
things, and not the things of others. With the mercies of God, 
profusely scattered around their dweilings—with grounds and en- 
closures ornamented like the Leasowes, it is with reluetance they 


give any thing of their substance to the cause of missions. Can. 


such persons be the followers of Jesus Christ? 

But against every difficulty the cause of missions will prevail. 
God has spoken the word. He.has foretold it with an astonishing 
fulness and clearness. “In that day shall this song be sung in 
Judah. We have a strong city. Salvation will God appoint for 
walls and bulwarks, Israel shall blossom and bud, and filfthe face 
of the world with fruit. Look upon Zion the city of our solemni- 
ties. Thine eyes shall see Jerusalem a quiet habitation; a taber- 
nacle thatshal! not be taken down; not one of the stakes thereof 


shail ever be removed; neither shall any of the cords thereof be. 


brokeny But there the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of 
-broad rivexs and. streams, wherein shall go no galley with oars, 
neither shall gallant ship pass thereby. For the Lord Shall com- 
fort Zion—he will comfort all her waste places—he will make her 
wilderness like Eden, and her desertylike the garden of the Lord. 
Joy and gladness shall be found therein—thanksgiving and ihe voice 
of melody.” ‘This is the glowing language of inspiration, The 


eloquence of Greece and Rome must yield to the eloquence of 
heaven 





FROM THE AMERICAN BAPTIST MAGAZINE 
MEMOIR OF MR. JOHN CAULDWELL. 


Tue memory of the just is blessed. When they are taken from 
the earth, we dwell with melancholy pleasure on the living excel- 
lence which they once displayed. TlLeir work of faith, and labour 
ef love, and patience of hope in ous Lord Jesus Christ, are among 
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our most tender recollections, and are the topics on which we most 
delight to expatiate. Such remembrance of departed worth, is 
highly beneticial. It awakens within us feelings of regret that our 
attainments are so small, and excites strong desires that we may be 
more like those who have now entered into the joy of their Lord. 

It is the practical instruction which may be derived, and the pow- 
erful influence of exampie in furming the human character, which 
give to biography its chief importance. It is of no real conse- 
quence to be informed of the scenes through which an individual 
has passed, unless his history teaches ns what evils we should avoid, 
or confirms Us in the pursuit of what is good. It is not to gratify a 
useless curiosity, that the lives of good and wicked men are record- 
ed in the Scriptures. ‘The evils which came on the latter, “hap- 
pened unto them for ensamples; and they are written for our ad- 
monition, upon whom the ends of the world are come;” and the 
blessed end of the former is mentioned, to stimulate us, “to lay 
aside every weight, and tlie sin which doth so easily beset us, and to 
run with patience the race that is set before us.” With a hope Lae 
some salutary effects will be produced, our readers are presente 
with a sketch of the life and character of a dear deceased friend: 

Ma. Joun Cautpwexs was born-at Cotsal, a small village in the 
county of Stafford, England, May 22, 1763. When about eight 

ears of age, he went to reside with his grandfather, Mr. Edward- 
y, who was a pious and upright man. Though this aged disciple 
lived seyen miles from Birmingham, yet he regularly attended wor- 
ship with the Baptist Church in that city. This circumstance is 
mentioned, because it seems to have been the means of making the 
subject of this memoir acquainted with a denomination of Chris- 
tians, to whom he was ever afterwards attached. 

On attaining the age of fourteen, his father informed him, he 
was about to procure a place for him in Birmingham, where he. 
might aequire a knowledge of some branch of trade. Affected 
with the importance of this measure, and impressed with a belief 
in an overruling Providence, he for the first time in his life niade 
his requests to God. Having repaired to his*chamber, he knelt 
down, ahd prayed earnestly to thgbord, that he would direct the 
steps ‘of his father, and dispose ‘Mr. Harwood, agdeacon of the 
Baptist church in Cannon street, to receive him into his family. 
It was so ordered by a gracious Providence, that the prayer of 
this youth was answered. He had not long been in this situation, 
When he became deeply convinced of his sinful and guilty condi- 
lion, and obtained mercy by faith in the Redeemer. 

Mr. Cauldwell was baptized, April 23, 1779. From this period 
he gave uneguivocal evidence that his faith in Christ was sincere. 
As the church at this time was without a pastor, he with several 
young persons, met at an early hour every Sabbath morning, to 
pray that God would send them a faithful minister. At an ad- 
vanced period of life, he often referred to these meetings with a 
liyely interest. With ‘feelings which almost prevented utterance, | 
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he has frequently remarked, that he considered the eminently 
pious Pearce as given to the church, in answer to their prayers. 
What a rich donation was then bestowed. And what a powerful 
motive does this fact supply to destitute churches, to be instant in 
prayer, that God would send them pastors after his own heart, who 
shail feed them with knowledge and understanding, 

Ha, ing tasted that the Lord was gracious, he was desirous that 
his young friends should participate with him in the blessings of 
the “common salvation.” Hence, he embraced opportunities of 
conversing with them on the things which belong to their peace. 
These efforts were not fruitless. His prudent and faithiul conver- 
sation with one thoughtless young man, was instrumental in turning 
him from the error of his ways. This person joined the same 
church, and after adorning his)Christian profession for several 
years, he observed in his last moments, that John Cauldwell was 
the means of bringing him to a knowledge of himself as a poor 
Jost sinner. 

It is gratifying to see religion influencing the conduct of profes- 
sors in all the relations of life. ‘There are some tho manifest a 
commendable zeal in attending the exercises of public worship; 
nor are they deficient in conversing on religious subjects; but when 
you follow them to the privacies of domestic life, and inquire what 
is their conduct at home, your admiration is greatly diminished; 
you hear of irregularities, of wrong tempers, or of remissness in 
relative duties, which give you pain. But when, in addition to the 
manifestation of piety aud zeal, you see a spirit of kindness in those 
who are invested with authority, and fidelity in those who serve; 
you behold a character which reflects honour on the Christian pro- 
fession. Such was the character of the deceased. While he filled 
his place atthe prayer-meeting, and in the house. of God, he wag 
careful that these services did not interfere with the duties which 
he owed to hismaster. During his apprenticeship, he endeayour- 
ed to discharge his obligations, “not with eye service, as men pleas- 
ers, but in singleness of heart, fearing God. Not purloining, but 
shewing all good fidelity; that he might adorn the doctrine of God. 
his Saviour in all things.” Andyhe had the satisfaction of knowing, 
that he shared the full confidence and high approbation of the 
respectable person with whom he lived. When an inquiry was 
made into his character at a very. interesting period of his life, Mr. 
Harwood was pleased to speak of him in terms of unqualified a 
probation. Among other things, he remarked, “If my bureau was” 
filled with gold, 1 would as soon let him keep the key as myself.” 
This testimony was connected with an event, which contributed to 
his happiness to the last day of his life. The declaration of Solo- 
mon was distinctly verified in his experience; “A good name is 
rather to be chosen than great riches, and loving favour rather 
than silver and gold.” " 

Mr. Cauldwell entered into the marriage relation, April 23, 
1789. It was his happiness to be united to a persua who was des 
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cidedly pious; and from this connexion he derived inexpressiblé 
satisfaction to the day of his death. After he had been established 
in business a number of years, he thought it his duty to remove 
with his family to the United States. Itwas not without many se- 
vere conflicts of mind, that he reconciled himself to leave the min- 
istry of Mr. Pearce—the beloved church in Cannon street—and 
an endeared circle of relations: and friends. Butyhe was warmly 
attached to the administration of government in this country. He 
considered the United States not only as pre-eminent for civil and 
religious liberty, but. far richer in promise for future generations 
than any other country on theglobe. These considerations enabled 
him to make-great sacrifices of persona! feeling, and to bid: a-tinal 
adieu to his-native land. 

In the month of November, 1795, our departed brother arrived 
with his family, in the city of New-York. After watching the 
movements of Providence for a considerable time, he presented 
his letter of dismission to the church of Christ in Fayette street, 
and remained in connexion with that people till his decease. Those 
who have lived in Christian intimacy with him near a quarter of 
a century, know what a deep and unceasmg interest he felt for the 
prosperity of that church. His attendance on the worship of God 
was uniform. He loved the house of the Lord, and the place-where 
his honour dwelleth. 1i was seldom the case that either company, 
business, or inclemency of weather, were allowed to detaim him 
from the stated meetings appointed by the church. _ It is stated in 
an extract from his funeral sermon, that “the office of deacon, 
which ‘he-filled near twenty years, was faithfully discharged; for 
his love was not in word only, but in deed and in truth. His be- 
nevolence to the poor was of no common kind, and liberality form- 
ed a preminent trait in his character.” He did not think he had 
performed his duty in carrying round the elements of the supper 
once a. mouth; he: visited the habitations of his poor and afflicted 
brethren; inquired into their circumstances, ‘and often relieved 
them not only from the funds of the church, but from -his own.” It 


_ was this long continued kindness to the poor, which produced such 


strong feelings of sympathy at hisleath, that the coloured mem- 
bers of the church voluntarily assembled at the funeral, and follow- 
ed in procession their deceased friend and benefactor to the grave. 
But the benevolent feelings of our respected friend could not be 
circumscribed by ithe boundaries of a particular church, As his 
Surviving pastor remarks, “The prosperity of the cause of God 
in the earth, and the spread of the gospel among’the nations, were 
objects which lay near his heart. ‘The formation of the Baptist 
Missionary Society in England, by Carey, Fuller, Pearce, and oth- 
ers, with whom he was personally intimate, had taken such strong 
hold on his mind that change of country and connexions could not 
alter or weaken the impressivns that had been made; and the events 
which accompanied tie formation of that Society, were to the day . 
of his death a favourite.theme of conversation, He was. long aa 
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«active officer of the Domestic and Foreign Mission Societies; and 
while his health continued, he laboured industriously and with de- 
light to promote their welfare. He was a member of the first gene- 
ral Convention of the Baptist denomination, which met in Phila- 
delphia, A. D. 1814. In organizing the Board, Mr. Cauldwell was 
chosen Treasurer. The arduous and responsible duties of which 
office, he continued to discharge, without emolument or reward, 
with undeviating integrity, until within a few months of his decease; 
when the impaired state of his health made it necessary for him 
to resign. His own hopes resting on the doctrines of the Bible, 
and having experienced in his own person its blessings, he was 
anxious to communicate to others the glad tidings of salvation. 
Hence he spared no exertions in advancing the interests of the 
Bible ‘Societies in our land.” Mr? Cauldwell was a member of the 
NewYork Bible Society, and for several years an active officer of 
the American Bible Society. Indeed there was scarcely a beneyo- 
lent institution in the city of New-York, which was established on 
the broad principles of Christianity, of which Re was not an effi- 
cient member. His time, his talents, and: property, were cheer- 
fully consecrated to the cause of religion, and suffering humanity. ° 

Nor was he amid all these public engagements, anmindful of the 
more retired, but equally important duties of private life. His 
Christian character never appeared to greater advantage than 
who» he was in the midst of his own family. There the domestic 
Viriucs were displayed in their fair proportion. He wasa pattern, 
of conjugal fidelity and affection; and tegppered his parental au- 
thority with the law of love. The scriptures were daily read in 
the family, and supplications offered to Him who is the author and 
giver of all good. He taught his children sacredly to regard the 
Christian sabbath, and expected their punctual attendance with 
flim on the pitblic worship of God. And he had ‘the happiness of 
eeeing four of them-received into that church, of whith he was a 
member. 

But however much the happiness of our“families may seem to 
depend on-our continuance with them; or, however useful we may 
be in the chureh and the world; the period will arrive when we 
must withdraw from active scenes, and close our eyes forever.on 
mortal objects. 

To the,eye of human reason, Mr. Cauldwell was one of those 
men whom the church and the world could not spare. But infinite. 
wisdom saw, and ordained otherwise. About three years ago, aay 
nearly as we can recollect, he had a paralytic stroke, from which 
he recovered, but it evide ntly, Jeft him in a more enfeebled state.” 
At distant intervals, he had slight symptoms of the same disease; 
and within the last year, it was evident to those whose feelings 
would allow them to believe it, that he was rapidly descending to 
the grave. Perhaps the nature of his last sickness, and the state 
of his. mind, white labouring auder a complication of diseases, cane 
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not be better described, than by introducing a communication from 
one who was deeply interested in this event. 

“During the past year, he resigned almost all the public offices 
which he held. His sun of usefulness had set. He had been a 
faithful steward, and was only waiting to receive the reward, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord.” His mental faculties had bent beneath the weight of his 
disorder—his memory had gone-—his dearest friends he did not 
know, till he listened to the sound of their voice—indeed that was 
the only way by which he distinguished us.—Yet there was one 
friend whom he never forgot—the Lord Jesus Christ—one subject 
on which he ever delighted to dwell; the religion of Jesus, This 
was all his delight—it was his rod and his stafl. His mind was not 
distracted with doubts and fears. He exercised a calm and steady 
reliance on the promises of that God who had supported him all 
his journey, and promised he would never leave nor forsake him. 
‘To the last, he appeared to possess a spirit of prayer; and although 
in conversation ofgany kind, he frequently wavered, yet when en- 
gaged in this sacred duty, he was, with the exception of a few 
times, always perfectly collected, and appeared to possess unusval 
confidence in approaching the mercy seat. This important duty 
he never forgot, although he was frequently unable to attend to it 
in an evening. ‘The Saturday morning before he died, our dear 
mother was very ill, and the care of the family devolved on me. 
Family devotion was later than usual. He came into the little 
room where I was, andgaid, J ,can you read now? I could not 
then, and he went ans. Alas! he prayed no more with us! 
His priesthood at his family altar ceased forever. 

“In the last six months, his health would not permit him to attend 
public worship more than once on the sabbath. That he could go 
once, however, was to him a great souree of consolation. He was 
at meeting the last sabbath in December—he was feeble—when 
he sat down in his pew, he leaned his head on the top of his cane, 
while tears of joy rolled down his face. He was praying. I think 
i can never forget my feelings. He reminded me of the old patri- 
arch, who, when his feeble limbs refused to support him, worship- 
ped his Creator, leaning on the.top of his staff.” 

The following account of his last end, by the same individual, 
will probably be interesting to all our readers.—“Your affectionate 
Jetter was indeed-a kind of selace to the deep-toned anguish of my 
*, bosom. Yes, it re-assured us that our irreparable Joss was equally 
. yours; that the keen edge of sorrow was deeply felt in the sympa- 
“thetic breast of our beloved ——-. There is a luxury in grief, 
and when we are sensible it isshared by many, it does indeed alle- 
viate, though it cannot lessen it. Well! it isdone! that moment in 
which.every spark of sensibility must be roused and enlivened is 
past; for we have committed to the silent dust our beloved father. 
But I cannot indeed realize it at all, What has passed appears 
like a dream, and when I awake, I sometimes for 2 moment think, 
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“tis a forgery of fancy.” But when I realize that it is no “dream 
of wo,” I sometimes feel overwhelmed with sorrow. 

“I believe I promised to give you all the particulars of this heart- 
rending providence. The task is arduous, yet there is a mournful 


satisfaction in the recital. We were ignorant of any material 


alteration having taken place in our dear father until Sabbath 
morning, Jan. 6. The day preceding, he complained of being 
more unwell than usual. In the afternoon he laid down and slept. 
His pastor called and engaged im prayer. On being told that Mr. 


Williams had been there, he said; “Yes, | heard him.” ‘But he © 


was completely overpowered as we thought with sieep. Little did 
we think with what sleep. In the evening he came down stairs, 
and remained in the parlour until about eight o’clock. Then it 
was for the first time that my feelings were most powerfully ex- 
cited, and | suffered mute agony. | offered him something to drink 
—he could not see the cup which | held’ for him, but stretched 
out his hand for me to guide it. Several persons came in while 
he sat—he repeatedly said, What a mercy it is | have no pain,— 
what a mercy it is we have good nurses. When his physician came 
the next. morning, he perceived there was a great change, aid 
another medical gentleman was called in. He conversed ¢heer- 





fully with them; and while they were bleeding him, he began to * 
¥epeat the first verse of the hymn, ; 
Rise, my soul, and stretch thy wings, 
Thy better portion trace; 
Rise trom transitory things, 
Towards heaven, thy native place. 
Sun, and moon, and stars decay, 
Time shall soon this earth remove 5 
Rise, my soul, and haste away, 
To seats prepar’d above. 
Immediately afterwards he said, “Come sickness, come death, it 
is all right.” About half an hour after this, he sank into a dee 
sleep, from which he never awoke. He continued to breathe with 
difficulty until half past ten the next morning, when without a sigh, 
a struggle, or a groan, his happy spirit took its flight fo mansions 
of unfading glory. So calm, so peacetul was his departure, we 
could only say, he breathed no longer. For a considerable time 
previous to his death, he had done with the world and all its con- 
cerns. He had no care, no anxiety about any thing here, and would 
often say, 7 
Soon the joyful news will come, = x 
Child, thy Father calls thee home. 


He was indeed onlv waiting the summons to arrive; for he had 
fought the good fight, he had kept the faith, and was waiting to 
receive the crown of glory.” 

Thus lived and died, this truly valuable servant of the Lord, 
When in the possession of health, he was favoured with a great 
flow of animal spirits, which gave him an aciivity of character 
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that is not common. This, under the direction of religious princi- 
ples, qualified him for eminent usefulness both in the church and 
the world. It required little persuasion to secure his aid, and ex- 
ertions in favour of objects which were of public utility. He was 
always ready to every good word and work; and never seemed 
more happy than when he was busily employed in advancing the 
interests of some benevolent institution, or affording relief to indi- 
viduals, who were in circumstances of poverty and sorrow. Le 
who thus had diligently served his Lord and Master for many 
years, was honoured by him in the chamber of sickness and death. 
Though at times he suffered the most excruciating pain, yet he 
bore it with exemplary patience. The consolations of religion 
supported his soul. His conversation was in heaven; from whence 
also he looked for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. And though 
he had no ecstacies of feeling in the prospect of his dissolution; 
yet he stood on the threshold of eternity with his loins girded, and 
his lamp burning, waiting with tranquil hope, the summons of his 
Lord to appear in his presence, and dwell with him forever. 

We are unwilling to close this memoir, without suggesting to 
our readers, that it exhibits another instance of the excellence of 
Christianity in elevating the character and happiness of its posses- 
sors. It was the religion of Jesus which expanded the heart of 
the deceased with that active and comprehensive charity, for 
which he was so eminently distinguished. And it was the same 
religion which soothed and comforted him, when by disease, he 
was compelled to a from scenes of public usefulness. Who 
can retrace his character and dying experience, without being 
constrained to acknowledge, that “Godliness is profitable unto all 
things; having promise of the life that now is, and of that which 
is to come.” While we are solemnly assured, “the transgressors 
shall be destroyed together; the end of the wicked shall be cut 
off;” we visit “the chamber where the good man meets his fate ;” 
and from what we witness there, we are led involuntarily to ex- 
claim, “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the 
end of that’man is peace.” 


— ee 


FROM THE EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE, 


(A Monthly work published in Richmond, Virginia.) 


¥ 
SKETCH OF RELIGIOUS PROSPECTS FOR THE PRESEN 
YEAR. . 


Tue year 1822 opens with many fair and delightful prospects. In 
1804 the British and Foreign Bible Society was instituted ; and now 
there are in existence about two thousand: societies, of which the 
object is to furnish the world with Bibles, An enumeration of them 
of.course cannot be expected. Let the reader only think of the Av 
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merican Bible Society, with its numerous and continually increasing 
Auxiliaries in every State of the Union, and in almost every section 
of the states; let-him then turn to Europe, and see Bible Societies 
in every country of that interesting portion of the globe, with the ex- 
ception of Spain, Portugal, and Italy; thence, let him mark the ef- 
ferts that are making in Africa, both west:and south; let him look 
to Asia, and to the islands of the sea; and he will perceive a great 
zone Of light encircling the world; and the darkness which has se 
long shrouded it, fast fleeting away. All this is the work of eigh- 
teen years; it is the work of the Christian church but partially 
awake, and putting forth not half her strength. O, when she shal! 
be thoroughly excited, when every member of every denomination 
shall feel himself bound to do all that in him. lies, for the glory of 
God and the good of man; then will be brought. to pass the saying 
of Jsaiah—“Shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee.” But let the reader mark the preceding command, 
anise; Zion must arise before she will shine. Let her arise, and 
she will shine in the glory of her Lord; and the Gentiles will coma | 
to her light; and kings to the brightness of her rising.* 

The world is to be furnished with Bibles. 'To the two thousand 
societies now in operation, thousands more :oust be added, before 
the millions in pagan darkness can be enlightened. 

But to the reading must be added the preaching of the Word: 
Hence the necessity of missionary exertions.. The prospect here 
is encouraging. There have been a few societies, which have for 
along time laboured with very disproportionate meaus and zeal in 
the cause of foreign missions. In England, the ‘Society for propo- 
gating the Gospel in foreign parts’ was instituted in 1647; the ‘Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian knowledge,’ 1701: in Scotland, a ‘Soci 
ety for promoting the Gospel among the North American Indians? 
was established in 1709; the Danish Mission College’ in 1715; and in 
1732 the ‘Moravians’ beran their missionary labours. There is a 
great blank in the histury of missions, from the date last given, un- 
til 1786, when the ‘Methodist Missionary Seciety’ was established 
in England. Since that period, betwee: fifteen and twenty important 
societies for foreign missions have been formed, and the work of 
evangelizing the world is going forward. Within ten years the 
cause has made great: progress in the United States. In 1810, the 
‘American Poard for Foreign Missions’ was formed; the ‘Baptist 
Board’ in 1814; the ‘United Foreign Missionary Society’ in 1817; 
the ‘Methodist Missionary Society in 1819; the ‘Protestant Episc 


pal Missionary Society’ in 1820; Still, however, the zeal of pce 


ican Christians is not fully awake to this great subject. The larg- 
est amount raised in any one year for foreign missions in the United 
States, has not exceeded an hundred and thirty thousand dollars. 
Whereas, in Great Britain, there is an annual gift of more than sev- 
en hundred thousand dollars for this work of charity. And Chrig- 
tians in that.country are but half awake to.their duty. 
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In the United States, it is true, that the subject of nome “issions 
principally occupies the attention of the diflerent societies. So it 
will fora long time to come, and so it ought to be; because our pop- 
ulation is growing by millions—and multitudes are now destitute. 
It will re:ire all the efforts of human zeal in all societies, to make 
the means of religious instruction overtake the rapid march of pop- 
wiation. For one missionary sent forth to labour in the harvest, 
tere must be ten, and for tena hundred. Still, however,the progress 
is encouraging. And we may hope that ere long, something will 
be done in correspondence with the necessities of a perishing world. 

We are the more encouraged to hope for this, because there are 
many tokens of a spirit of power at work among the people of God. 
They are more convinced that exertion is theirs, and success is God’s. 
Under this conviction. prayer meetings are becoming more frequent, 
and are bet.er attendedthan formerly. Both in Europe and Amer- 
ica, there is much’ m praying now than there was. three 
yéars ago. And this not only in public but in private. ‘The most 
laudable practice of forming small private circles of three or four 


‘intimate friends for special prayer, is gaining ground. In some 


places this is a favourite way with young people of spending the 
time, which they used to spend in idle chat, and frivolous amuse- 
ment. Let every Christian arise, and try what prayer can do, and 
then Zion will arise and shine—then she will appear “clear as the 
sun, fair as the moon, and terrible as an army with banners.” In 
proportion as Christians pray, they will be disposed to do: and the 
present period of the church presents another and another import- 
ant call on benevolent exertions. 

In this rapid sketch, we can by no means omit so essential a part 
of the great plan of Christian charity, as Education Societies. They — 
form an indispensible portion of the machinery of benevolence, now 
at work.—There are five or six hundred millions of the heathen to 
be evangelized: and there are many, very many destitute places 
within the pale of Christendom, where the people are perishing for 
lack of knowledge. All the Missionary Societies now in operation 
in the protestant church, do not support more than from 350 to 400 
ordained missionaries—not one to a-million of heathen. The cause 
of Domestic Missions, in this country, languishes much for want of 
missionaries. It is clearly God’s design to propagate and extend to 
the utmost borders of the earth the religion of the gospel, by the 


» instrumentality of the church. Every thing that will be done in 
~ conformity to the predictions of Scripture, must be done instrumen- 
‘tally by man, efficiently byGod. And if missionaries are not train- 


ed up in the church, and sent forth, the heathen will not be convert- 
ed. Education Societies are indispensible. At the commencement 
of this year a number of such societies are in operation, The 
American Education Society is the largest and most eflicient in the 
world.—It has already afforded aid to more than 250 young men; 

and at present has under its patronage 200, who belong to five dif. 
ferent denominations of Christians, and are-supported at diflerent 
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seats of learning in various parts of the country. The following 
list of institutions of this sort in the United States, is perhaps cor- 
Tect: 

American Education Society, instituted 1815; Connecticut Educa- 
tion Society, 1814; Maine Education Society, (auxiliary,) 1818; 
Maine Baptist Education Society, 1819; Massachusetts Baptist Edu- 
cation Society, 1814; New-York Baptist Education Society, 18183 
Presbyterian Education Society, 1818; Western Education Society, 
1817. 

Besides these, there is a number of minor institutions either aux- 
iliary, or pursuing independently the same course. But still ma- 
ny parts of the church are to be roused to a sense of their duty on 
this important branch: of Christian benevolence. 

Another most interesting object in the church at present, is T'heo- 
logical Seminaries. Important institutions of this kind are rapidly 
rising up in this country, and diffusing blessings far and wide. Since 
1805, the Associate Reformed Church has had a Seminary at New- 
York, until lately, under the care of the Rev. Dr. Mason. In 1807, 
the Institution at Andover was established, which now supports four 
professors, and has upwards of one hundred and thirty students. In 
1812, the Seminary at Princeton was founded; it has two professors, 


an assistant teacher, and about eighty students. At a meeting of 


the General Canvention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in New- 
York, in Nov. 1821, it was determined that the General Theological 
Seminary of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United. States, 
should be permanently established in the state of New-York, with 
the power in the Trustees to establish one or more branch schools, 
in the state of New-York, or elsewhere, under the superintendence 
and controul of the said Trustees. It is understood that this gene- 
ral institution has all the powers, and will carry on all the opera- 
rations of a General Education Society and Theological Seminary. 
And we may hope that it will be efficient in no small degree, in 
affording a supply of the spiritual wants of our country and of the 
world.—Connected with the Columbian College, established by 
the Baptist society, in the District of Columbia, there is a Theo- 
logical Seminary, which, there is reason to hope, will exert a ben- 
ficial influence on that denomination in particular, and no doubt, al- 
so on the general cause of vital Christianity. . 

Besides these, there are seminaries of more local character, in 
various parts of our country, such as that of Auburn, in the western 
part of New-York; the Seminary in Tennessee, &c. &c. The Dis-, 


senters in England have a number of institutions of this kind, con- - 


ducted by distinguished men amongst them; such as those at Hom~- 
erton, Stephney, Bristol, &c. 

Besides the Theological Seminaries, there are other institutions 
ef a similar character, consecrated to a particular purpose, and 
called Missionary Seminaries. Some of these are established in 
Christian and some in Heathen couutries. ‘ad 


Of oe _ class are—the Berlin Missionary Seminary; Miss 
OL. |, a i. 
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sionary Seminary at Gosport, England; Basle Missionary College; 
Foreign Mission School, Cornwall, Connecticut. for heathen youth; 
Missionary School, Barkel, Netherlands; London Jews’ Society 
Seminary, 

Of the latter class are—the Syrian College, Hindostan; Native 
Mission College, Madras; Christian Institution, Sierra Leone ; Semi- 
nary for New-Zealanders, New-South Wales; Anglo Chinese Col- 
lege, Malacca; Native Mission College, Serampore. 

All these institutions have been established within twenty years, 
and most of them within the last six years. Let the work of Chris- 
tian love thus go on for a century, and how great will be the change 
in the Christian and the Heathen world! 

To this enumeration, we must add Tract Societics, of which there 
are many; but-the most important only need be named—such as 
the London, the Liverpool, the Swedish, the New England, the 
New-York, the Philadelphia, Tract Societies; and, to name no more, 
those of Bengal and Madras. 

In a general survey of the measures adopted by Christian beney- 
olence,it would be unpardonable not to notice the Sabbath School In- 
stitution. The importanee of Sabbath Schools has never been fully 
appreciated; yet comparatively fervent zeal is manifested in sup- 
porting them, and training up in them the very outcasts of society. 
Testimonies without number might be produced ‘n their favour. 
We shall give only one from the venerabie Raikes, who may be 
regarded as their author. He had knowledge of three thousand 
children who had received Sabbath School instruction; he also was 
fora long time, a frequent visitor of pr:sens and houses of correc- 
tion—and he declares, that in the whole he never met with more 
than one person in prison for crime, of the three thousand whom 
he hati known as Sunday scholars. It is certainly the cheapest and 
most efficient charity in the world. There are now between a mil- 
lion and ahalf, and three millions of children under this sort of 
discipline ; and it is plying its moral influences in the four quarters of 
the world. 

There is one other society in this brief sketch, which we must 
menticn—the London Continental Society. The object of this soct- 
ety is-to promote vital religion on the continent of Europe, by as- 
sisting poor and pious ministers, in whatever place they may be 
found, to go'out and preach the gospel, and by engaging agents to 
distribute Bibles, New Testaments, and other valuable religious 
books and tracts. These ministersand agents are-continually mak- 
ing interesting discoveries of pious persons in various parts of the 
continent, and affording most valuable aid to inquiries after truth. 

Our readers have, in this rapid outline, a view of the auspices un- 
der which the year 1822 opens, and of the prospects which are 
presented to the Christian world. And surely, although an immense 
wilderness spreads itself in all its dark and almost impenetrable 
thickets and brakes, its rocks, its mountains, and its untamed inhab- 
tants before us, there is no ground of despondency. Let the achieve- 
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ments of charity, during the last quarter of a century, be contem+” 
plated; let the great engine of Christian benevolence in all its va- 
rious parts—its Bible, Education, Missionary, Sunday School, and 
Religious Tract, Societies—all fitted in their proper places, be 
considered; let the force of that pririciple which sets the whole in 
motion, love to a crucified Saviour, be ‘estimated; and finally, let 
the promise of God and the sure word of prophecy be regarded, 
and there will be no doubt but that rough places will be made 
smooth, and crooked places made straight, mountains levelled, and 
vallies filled; and the whole wilderness subdued, and made like the 
garden of the Lord. This machinery is God's, and the main-spring 
of it is touched by the finger of heaven. It will go on—with an al- 
mighty efficiency it will goon, Greater, and still greater things 
will be done each succeeding year, until we shall at length begin 
to hear of “a nation being born in a day.” 

To recur -to.a topic before touched on—we did not entertain 
these hopes with much confidence, until we remarked a decided 
change in the feelings and language of Christians, on the subject of 
success. We heard many speak of evangelizing the world: but 
they seemed to look to Bible and Missionary Societies. Now, howey- 
er,they are disposed with increased zeal to use the means and look to 
God. Now they are doing and praying, and the more they do, the 
more they pray: conversely, too, the more they pray, the more 
they are disposed to do, And we are verily persuaded, that there 
is nothi:.g in the numerons and formidable difficulties which impede 
the progress of Christianity, that can withstand the efficiency im- 
parted to truly Christian zeal by the blessing of heaven. And that 
blessing is obtained by prayer. 





AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CONDE 
TION OF 'THE JEWS, 


Nearry two years have passed, since this society ‘was in¢orpo- 
rated by the Legislature of the state of New York. To the present 
time, the directors have been principaily occupied in opening a 
correspondence, and preparing the way for future operations. A 
circumstance, under the direction of providence, has unexpectedly 
eccurred, which, it is hoped, will give a powerful impulse to the ex- 
ertions of the Board, and excite in all classes of the Christian com- 
munity a lively interest in the concerns of the institution, Weal 


lude to the recent arrival of Mr. Jadownisky, a converted Jew, as 


a special agent from a benevolent nobleman in Germany, who is de- 
voting his property and his life, to the great object for which the s6-* 
ciety was formed. 

Soon after his agrival, Mr. Jadownisky attended a special meet- 
ing of the directors, and laid before them the following documents. 
-~ist. Aletterfrom Adelherdt, Count Von der Recke, dated “Over-- 
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dyck, Germany, September 12, 1820,” introducing Mr. Jadow- 
nisky to the Rev. Mr. Frey.—2d. A letter from the same gentle- 
man, under the same date, io the Hon. Elias Boudinot, late presi- 
dent of the society —3d. An address from the same gentleman to 
the directors, announcing the efforts he is now making in behalf of 
converted Jews, and soliciting the countenance and co-operation of 
the Board.—And 4th. An address by Mr. Jadownisky. 


Count Von der Recke to the Rev. Mr. Frey, 
Beloved Brother in Christ— 

The deep and sacred concern of my heart for the salvation of 
Israel, has induced me to send to you my beloved brother Jadow- 
nisky, who is of the house of Israel, and has been translated from 
darkness into the marvellous light of the gospel. 

Oh! I beseech you most cordially, for Christ’s sake, receive him 
in love; be unto him, dear friend in the Lord, counsellor and friend: 
please to conduct and direct the important concern of his mission, 
which he will lay before you. 

Oh! assist by exertion and by prayer, that it may be accomplish- 
ed to the honour and praise of the dear Redeemer, and the salva- 
tion of this poor, persecuted, and forsaken people. 

May the blood and sufferings of Jesus, by which we are healed, 
intercede for me; and through the same I feel myself cordially 
united, And remain, &c. &c. 

Your friend and brother, 
AveLBerpT, Count von per Recke, 
Von Vollmarstein. 


Count Von der Recke, to the Hon. Elias Boudinet. 
Beloved Brother in Christ— 
With the deepest emotions of heart I have read of your love to 
the dear Redeemer, manifested in your benevolence to the people 
of Israel; and you will perceive by my address to your society, 


that through the grace of Christ my heart is also warmly affected, 


towards this great and sacred cause. 

Oh! I beseech you, for Christ’s sake, do not reject my humble 
application. Let not, dear sir, my solicitation from a far country, 
for help, be in vain. 

Please to receive affectionately my faithful brother and messen- 
ger, Jadownisky, and gladden his heart by the prospect, that, 
through your assistance, my faith will be strengthened, and the 
work already commenced, advanced. 

The Lord reward your labour of love, and comfort you with the 
same consolation you may show me. 

May the abundant grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
strengthen us to persevere in love, and to work by faith, till we 
shall see him as he is. 


I have the honour to be, 
Yours, &c. &c, 
Avrererrpt, Count von per Recker, 
Von Volimarstein. 








nigel 

















1822.] the Condition of the Jews. 29 


Address to the Board by Count Von der Recke. 


[Translated by the Rev. Mr. Shaeffer.] 
Beloved Brethren in Christ Jesus— 


Blessed be the Lord and praised be his holy name, that he has 
moved your hearts also, to consider with love and care the for- 
saken house of Israel, and to publish the comforting gospel unto 
those, who for more than 1800 years have been destitute, like err= 
ing sheep, without priest and without ephod. 

It elevated my heart with joyful gratitude, when I learnt the 
object of your society: that you had founded an asylum for the 
wandering people of promise. 

For some years past, I have also been constrained by the love of 
Christ, to labour among the Jews, and, though not without obstacles 
and afflicting experiences, the scorn and obloquy of the world, yet, 
thank God! not entirely without success. 

Amid my various attempts to promote a more rapid extension of 
Christianity among the Jews, one and the same difficulty continual- 
ly opposed me: “Cast out by Jews, and not received by Christians, 
how shall we support ourselves after our conversion?” 

Many consequently resolved, in their hearts to be Christians, and 
yet to abide by the external profession of the Jews, until a more 
favourable opportunity should offer itself to them. But in this 
situation, fraught with danger, in which they could as little avail 
themselves of the Christian means of grace unto the strengthen- 
ing and quickening of their faith, as oi the intercourse with true. 
Christians, many had their bark of faith wrecked, and they sunk 
again into their former indifference towards the state of their souls. 
Should these unfortunate persons, however, be delivered from this: 
ecean abounding with dangerous shelves, should they be gained 
untv intellectual life, they must be received into the bosom of the 
Christian church, and a situation must be provided for them, where, 
if not free from care, they might nevertheless enjoy a state of 
existence more exempt from perplexity. 

In order to attain this end, we received some, as far as circum- 
stances, and our limited sphere allowed, into our own dwellings, 
and into the asylum for orphans and children of criminals; and 
others were provided with situations for the purpose of learning 
some of the mechanic arts. 

Having gained some information from all these various experi- 
ments, it is decidedly obvious to me, that the salvation of Israel 
cannot be outwardly promoted by any better method, than the 
founding of a sort of colony, in which agriculture and manufac- 
tures should assist each other; connecied with this, there should 
be an institution for the education of both sexes of Israelitic child- 
ven, a catechetical school, or school of instruction in the Christian 
evangelical doctrines of faith, for those adult Jews who might join 
the colony; as well as a regular school for instruction in various 
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"kinds of workmanship, so that the Jews might no longer be expos- 
ed to their pursuit of trafic and concomitant corruption, but be 
trained unto a life of industry. 

And in reliance upon the almighty aid of God, I have determined 
to found such a colony, unto which my way has been more espe- 
cially opened, by the work of faith which the Lord has through 
grace given me to perform, viz. the establishment of an institution 
for the benefit of forsaken orphans and children of criminals, of 
which the accompanying plan and report will furnish you some 
idea. 

As this work, however, has called into requisition all my pecuni- 
ary powers, in order to accomplish something considerable for this 
establishment, and as something of moment must be done in Ger- 
many before we can meet with desirable aid, therefore, in conse- 
quence of your public call, 1 turn to you my dear brethren in the 
Lord! with the urgent prayer, that though the ocean is between 
us, you would nevertheless extend to me your helping hand, in or- 
der that | may be enabled completely to execute this work, in one 
of the finest and most suitable parts of Germany, in the vicinity of 
the Rhine. Consider the numerous expenses which such an estab- 
lishment requires, for land, buildings, and utensils for manufactures; 
and promote by an energetic support, a labour of love, which, with- 
out your aiding arm, would perhads not flourish before*the expira- 
tion of of at least the first ten years. 

Many Jews in Germany, who have embraced Christianity, and 
who are familiar with arts and trades, are ready to devote them- 
selves to such a work, for the salvation of their people, and wait 
with the most ardent desire to enter in such wise upon a course of 
active employment. 

To convince -you the more effectually, my beloved brethren in 
the Lord, of the high interest which engages my soul for this sa- 
cred concern, which, properly ought to be the concern of all true 
Christians, and that you might be able to inquire most minutely 
into every thing you wish to know on the subject, | have concluded 

- to send unto you, at my own expense, Mr. Jadownisky, a faithful 
brother of the house of Israel, who will attend to your counsel in 
in this sacred concern, which fills his heart also with lively emotion, 
and will deliver to me your messages, and perfectly acquaint him- 
self with the organization of your colony, so that ours may be 
formed as a complete preparatory school for yours. 

I therefore sincerely beseech you to impart to him particilar 
mstruction concerning all the conditions and relations of your set- 
tlement, in order that I may know for which branches, whether for 
agriculture, arts or manufactures, | should principally and chiefly 
prepare my pupils; and in what manner the voyage, reception, 
and rgsidence in your settlement, are conditioned and practicable. 

I commend my fraternally beloved friend and envoy Jadownisky 
to your faithful fraternal love and care, and again repeat my urgent 
prayer: O brethren, beloved brethren in Christ, let me not entreat 
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you in vain for help; with ardent desire I await the evidences of — 


your love! | 
The rich, everlasting grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
‘precious Holy Spirit, guide and bless your steps for the enlighten; 
ang of Israel who are buried in the night and shadow of death. | 
Unto all the dear members of your society, to whom I extend 
with cordial affection the hand of a brother, in the mutuai exertion 
towards one and the same holy object, the spreading of the king; 
dom of Christ on earth—I wish, from the fulness of my soul, God’s 
rich, exceedingly abundant grace, Spirit, and peace! Through 
Jeaus’ grace and blood, 
Your faithful brother, 
ApvELBERDT, CounT von per REckE; 
Von Vollmarstein. 





A NEW SOCIETY, FOR THE BENEFIT OF INDIANS. 


“Tue American Society for promoting the civilization and gene, 
ral improvement of the Indian Tribes within the United States. 
Organized.in the City of Washington, February, 1822. 

The d of the Society is stated in the 2d article of its consti- 
tution, viz.: 

“IJ. The special objects of this society shall be, to secure for 
these tribes instruction in all branches of knowledge, suited to their 
eapacities and condition; and for this purpose, to ascertain the char 
acter and strength of their moral and intellectual powers, and their 
dispositions to receive instruetion: to examine into their origia, 
history, memorials, antiquities, traditions, governments, customs, 
manners, laws, languages, and religions; into their diseases, rena 
dies, and manner of applying them ;—also, into the efforts which 
liave been already made for meliorating their condition, and the 
results of those efforts, and where they have failed—the causes of 
failure: to ascertain the number and names of the tribes, their 
places of residence, the extent, soil, and climate, of their respes- 
tive territories, the stations where education families may be most 
advantageously located, and to suggest whatever means may be 
employed for their improvement. 

“Other objects of the Society shall be, to obtain a knowledge o 


the geography, mineralogy, geology, natural history, &c. of the’ 


Indian country—to collect specimens in all these branches of sci- 
ence, for the purpose of forming a: Cabinet for the use of the gov- 
ernment of the United States:—Also, to select. suitable spots in the 
Indian country, for making experimental farms in the immediate 
view of Indians, on which to cultivate the different kinds ofgrains, 
grasses, tre¢s, plants, roots, and other garden vegetables, adapted 
to the various soils and climates of the aforesaid country; to intro- 


duce the best breeds ef domestic animals, and. feathered fowls: 


* 
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And generally, to do all other things, which such a society can do, 
to accomplish its grand object, the civilization of the Indians. 

“Officers of the Society.—President, The Vice-Presideat of the 
United States, ex officio; Corresponding Secretary, Rev. Jedediah 
Morse, D. D., New-Haven, Con.; Recording Secretary, Elias B. 
Caldwell, Esq, . Washington; Treasurer, Joseph Nourse, Esq., 
Washington.” 


FROM THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


in a small country town in Massachusetts, there lived two wealthy 
farmers, whose lands adjoined each other. From some common 
causes, such as trespassing of cattle, poor fences, &c. they became 
very mimical to each other; and finally got into the law, and spent 
a great deal of money for supposed trifling offences. They would 
would often injure themselves for the sake of injuring each other. 
They went even so far as to make two fences on the division line 
of their farms; and in one place, where a lane was left open for 
the accommodation of one to go.to his field, the other went and 
pulled down a good strait fence, and made a crooked @Ke, on pur- 
pose that the stakes and corners of the fence might make the lane 
too narrow jor his neighbour to go through. They seldom spoke 
to each other, unless it was with curses, or wher called before a 
court of justice, where they often met. In this way they lived 


ten or twelve years, acting out the depravity of their hearts; and) _ 
trying by every means, which could.do to the other the most harm.” 


_ While m this state of fiend-like feeling, a revival of religion 
fommenced in the place, which some ridicule as mere fanaticism, 
talculated to make folks run mad, and turn the world upside down. 
Mr. 8. one of the champions of wrath, was brought by that Spirit 
which convinceth of sin, to see the depravity of his own heart. 
Llis sins were now for the first time set in order before him, and he 
saw himself a lost and ruined sinner, and was led to cry for mercy. 
In reviewing his past conduct with his neighbour, be saw himself a 
monster of wickedness, and felt that he had been completely under 
the influence of satan. He cried to God for mercy, and he heard 
him; but he could not rest here: he must go and ask forgiveness 
of his neighbour, With a trembling broken heart, he rapped at 
the door of his neighbour, which he Had not entered for more than 
six years. _ As Mr. L. had no suspicion who it was, he bid him walk 
m. With amazement every eye was fixed upon him. After help- 
ing himself to a seat—neighbour, says Mr. 8. [ have come to ask 
your forgiveness. We have had a great deal of difticuity, and } 
find I have been much to blame. Well, says Mr. L. 1 always 
knew you was to blame, and I never shall forgive you. You have 
made me more cost and trouble than your head isworth. {know 
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J have done wrong; I am convinced of my sins; and I humbly ask 
your forgiveness. I am determined to live differently in future; 
and I hope God will forgive me. We have been actuated by a 
wrong spirit; and we shall be afraid to meet each other at the bar 
of God, where we must soon appear. 

Mr. L. a little softened, replied, I can never forget the sleepless 
nights, and the costs, and damages, and vexation, that you have oc- 
casioned. But | am ‘willing to do what is right about it, and always 
have been: and we never should have had any difficulty had it 
not been for you and your boy. 

When Mr. S. retired there was a general exclamation in the fa- 
mily—Well! what can all this mean! This is something new! k 
wonder what will happen next! What in the world has produced 
all this! Why, says a great tall boy, who had helped his father 
carry on the quarrel, I heard last night that Mr. S. was one of those 
that are under consarn. ‘The father was silent, and soon after re- 
tired quite disturbed —What! is S. concerned for his soul? He 
going to become a Christian? If he can find mercy no one need 
despair. Why should he come and ask my forgiveness! If reli- 
gion will humble such a man, it is surely a good thing. He said, we 
shall be afraid to meet each other at the bar of God. It is true, 
we have both acted like fools; but then I have had great provoca- 


tion. Oh! Iam a great sinner. I have been completely under the 


influence of satan. I fear God has given me up. Others are anx- 
ious for their souls; and even this wicked wretch is becoming a 
christian. Gracious God! what a sinner I am.—-Oh God, have mer- 
€y on my soul! Thus his sins were set in order before him; and 


he was in great distress for several days. At length he could 


smother his feelings no longer—he took his hat and went to see his 
once hated neighbour. As he entered the door he received a cor- 
dial welcome. They took each other by the hand and burst into 
tears. You came to ask my forgiveness the other day; but I find 
that I have been a thousand times worse than you. I have been 
tempted by the devil to every wickedness, and I fear God has given 
me up forever. Oh, can you forgive me, and pray for me. Their 
concessions were mutual, and their forgiveness cordial; for both 
had much to be forgiven of God, in whose love they now found 
mercy. 

Before they separated, they retired and prayed togethers They 
are now members of the same church, and have lived about eight 
years in uninterrupted harmony and good neighbourhood. 





BRIEF ACCOUNT OF A REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE FIRST PRES- 
BYTERIAN CONGREGATION IN THE NORTHERN LIBERTIES, PHILA~ 
DELPHIA, 


Asour the beginning of March last, professors began to feel sen- 


sibly that they were too cold and inactive; that sinngEwere per- 
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ishing all around; and that something must be donc. At the close of 
our Wednesday-eyening lecture, all those who felt that they were 

sighing for the abominations of the land, and grieving for the afflictions 

of Joseph, were invited to remain after the congregation was dis- - 
missed, to see what could be done. It was then resolved, with one 

consent, that we ought to humble ourselves before God; and a day 

of fasting, humiliation and prayer was appointed; the notice was 

given from the pulpit, on the succeeding § bath, with some 

remarks calling up the attention of the cor regation generally. 
The day was observed by a large portion of the congregation; 
Christians were unusually solemn. And here we desire to record 
the faithfulness of God to his promises, that even while we were 

yet praying the Spirit was sent down; and on that very evening, 
some dated their first conviction, which in a few days after issued 

in hopeful conversion. This encouraged Christians to pray; and 

such was the spirit of prayer, that, by some, whole nights were 

spent in wrestling with God for the conversion of sinners. One 

case only shall be mentioned here, out of many that might be no- 
ticed, for the encouragement of believing parents to pray for their 
children. By an agreement of husband and wife, a night was set 
apart to be spent in prayer for a thuughtless child, obstinately liv- 

ing, contrary to the parents’ will, in a wicked place. And on that 
very night, even while they were praying, that child, though then 
at the distance of some miles, was brought under most pungent con- 
viction; so much so, that to use her own words, “I was obliged to 
rise up, get out of bed and try to pray; then, after a while, I went 
to bed again—lay a little while, and my distress was so great, I was 
obliged to get up again; for I thought I would certainly die before 

morning, and go to hell: and | spent the night till near morning, 
when | lay down and got into a little doze.” She immediately left 
the place; came home to her father’s house in deep distress. This 

case has issued in hopeful conversion. 

This spirit of prayer seemed to increase for about two weeks; 
and during that same space of time some hundreds of souls were 
brought under conviction; meetings were held every night; and 
on some evenings, after the congregation was dismissed, Christians— 
were requested to retire to an-upper room, and spend a few minutes 
in prayer; and all those that were anxious about their souls were 
requested to remain behind, and we would converse personally with 
them; and sometimes more than two hundred remained. 

It is here worthy of remark, that convictions appeared to mul- 
tiply, just in proportion, as that peculiar spirit of prayer continued 
to increase, 

About sixty have come to our knowledge, who have cbtained a 


hope of having passed from death to life; and others, we have - 


heard of, belonging to other congregations. 
In some cases convictions issued speedily in hopeful conversion ; 
in others persons were distressed for many days: but generally, 
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this fact appeared, that they were brought out sooner or later, ‘just 
in proportion as immediate submission to God was pressed. 

And as in the days of Christ, when Andrew had found Him, he 
immediately went in search of his “own brother Simon, and said 
unto him, we have found the Messias:” So it was here; a woman 
when she had found Christ, went and brought her sister; and, as 
soon as the second sister obtained a hope, she went and brought a 
third sister to the meetings. 

This revival differs in some respects from that remarkable work 
of grace with which this congregation was blest in 1816, In this, 
there is an unusual stillness; little or no animal feeling; and con- 
victions have sooner issued in hopeful conversions; though the fruits 
of this revival, for the time, do not seem so great; for, imthat, near 
two hundred souls were hopefully brought into the kingdom, in the 

-space of three months. 

[t seems that the Holy Spirit has prepared the minds of the 
people, in an unusual manner, to receive the gospel; and vothing, 
we believe, is wanting but a faithful and believing use of Bible means, 
to produce a great and extensive work of grace. 

lor what we have seen we desire to give thanks to God, and be 
sreatiy humbled under a sense of our barrenness. 

James PaTTERsON. 


ee ee 


Lhe following sketch of the excellencies of the public and private life of Bishop Bull, 
cannot be read by any Christian, especially by any Minister of the gospel, but 
with the deepest interest and self-application. We hope there are some Such min- 
isters still, both in the Episcopal church, and the various dissenting churches, But 
alas, how few. Bishop Bull seems much to have copied his divine Master; and 
Christian Ministers deserve that appellation, exactly in the proportion in which the¢ 

-are assimilated to that perfect example. 


FROM THE THEOLOGICAL REPERTORY. 
EXCELLENCIES OF BISHOP BULL 
The method he took in managing. his Parish. 


Besives the ordinary duties of his function, which he constantly 

“performed, the method he took in governing his parish, contributed 

very much to the welfare of the people committed to his charge, 
-and answered extremely the ends of his ministry. 

He did not content himself only with preaching to his flock on 
sundays, and with gOing to the sick when their languishing condi- 
tion required spiritual comfort and.assistance; but he visited all 
his parishioners, rich and poor, without distinction, at their own 
houses, in a certain compass of tim@; not to gratify their civil in- 
vitations, or his diversion, but to be serviceable to them’in matters 

-of the greatest importance—the salvation of their souls, And, 
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therefore, upon these occasions, the time was not trifled away iw 
empty talk, but his discourse was suited to the several exigencies 
of those he conversed with. Where he found people neglected in 
their education, and ignorant in the fundamentals of religion, those 
he instructed by explaining to them what was necessary to be be- 
lieved and practised in one to salvation. Where the ground was 
overrun with weeds, and some good principles were blended with 
false doctrines and pernicious errors, there he discovered the dan- 
gerous consequences of such tenets, and showed how inconsistent 
they were with the holy scriptures, and the belief of all orthodox 
Christians. Where he perceived that men laid all the stress upon 
a right faith, and, provided they secured that part of the duty, 
were too apt to indulge themselves in some unchristian practices; 
those he admonished with all the freedom which becometh a faith- 
= pastor, assuring them, that without holiness no man shall see the 
ord. 

Those who laboured under any afflictions, received from him 
advice and comfort, and were instructed how to bear them, and 
how to make a right use of them. Those who were oppressed with 
any doubts and scruples in their Christian course, had proper re- 
medies applied to resolve them, and to free the persons from that 
unquietness which possessed them. Where the pleasant path of 
virtue was steadily pursued, those were exhorted to persevere and 
hold out to the end, because in due time they should reap, if they 
fainted not. But, where vice and wickedness were become habit- 
ual, those were sharply rebuked, in order to reclaim them from 
those sins which would infallibly be their ruin, without a speedy 
and hearty repentance. 

By these means, he became acquainted with the state of their 
souls, and was thereby the better enabled to suit his discourses in 
public to the several wants and grievances of his people; and from 
this practice he further reaped another advantage, that he tho- 
roughly understood the necessities of those that were really poor, 
whose hard circumstances he constantly relieved, either from his 
own charity, or from the bounty of those who supplied him upon 
all such occasions. 


His Private Devotions. 


The better to judge of the character of his devotion, we must 
enter with him into his closet, and observe the frame of his mind 
‘in the common and ordinary occurrences of life. There is great 
reason to believe, that he was very frequent in his private prayers; 
and, by his rising early and going to bed late, he secured retire- 
ment sufficient for that purpose. 

3esides, they who lay near his study, made discoveries of that 
nature, from the warmth, and fervour, and importunity, used in his 
spiritual exercises, when he thought all the family safe at rest; 
and the way he took sometimes to express the pious and devout 
affections of his mind, by singing of psalms, made it more diflicult 
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to be concealed. It is true, indeed, that he hath left no composi- 
tions of this kind behind him, which maketh it reasonable to sup- 
pose, that in his closet he gave the desire of his soul a freer vent, 
and that, when he conversed with God alone, he presented him 
with the natural language of the heart, which he chiefly regards; 
and how well he was fitted and qualified to perform this, after an 
excellent manner, hath been already declared. And, after all, he 
had so lively a sense of his own inability to discharge the import- 
ant duties of his holy function, and so great a zeal to promote the 
salvation of ‘those souls that were committed to his charge, that it 
is not to be wondered, if he was very earnest with God in private 
for the continual supplies of his grace to strengthen and invigorate 
his best endeavours, and that all his flock might be filled with the 
knowledge ot God’s will, in all wisdom and spiritual understanding, 
that they might walk worthy of the Lord in all pleasing, being 
fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God. 

It is a true observation of that judicious Prelate, Bishop Sander- 
son, “That the kingdom of God must suffer violence, and that the 
people will not ordinarily be brought into it without some force; 
but, let me tell you,” saith that great divine, “it is not so much the 
violence of the pulpit that does the deed, as the violence of the 
closet.” For though Paul planteth, Apollos watereth, it is God 
that giveth the increase. So that in order to make the spiritual 
building perfect, the wise pastor must be as instant with God to 
secure his flock, as he is importunate with them to work out their 
own salvation; he must, without ceasing, pray for them, as well as 
instruct them; whereby his labours. will bring more comfort to 
himself, as well as more profit to his hearers. 

The constant frame and temper of his mind was so truly devout, 
that he would frequently, in the day-time, as occasion oflered, usé 
short prayers and ejaculations, the natural breathings of pious 
souls; and when he was sitting in silence in his family, and they, as 
he thought, intent on other matters, he would often, with an inex- 
pressible air of great seriousness, lift his hands and eyes to heaven, 
and sometimes drop tears. And, as a further evidence of this 
truly Christian frame of spirit, he took great delight in discoursing 
of the things of God, particularly of his love and mercy in the 
daily instances of his watchful providence over poor mankind, and 
the right use that ought to be made of it. He would often re- 
count to those he conversed with, the wonders of divine goodness 
already vouchsafed to himself and his friends: their happy and 
amazing escapes out of several sorts of dangers, their unexpect- 
ed good success; not without rejoicing in the Lord, and inviting 
others to tell what God had done for them; of which he would 
make a noble use, by way of religious inference and exhortation, 
till he made the hearts of his hearers burn within them, And, 
indeed, they who can pass all the hours of their conversation, 
which take. up so great a part of their lives, without making any 
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reflections of this nature, for fear of the lash of some scoffing wits, 
who are apt to call it canting, appear to me to want that sense of 
« Deity upon their minds, which is necessary to make them serious. 
I am sure, in all other cases, where our heads and hearts are en- 
gaged, we naturally discover it by our tongues; for out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth speaketh; and it is difficult not to run into 
such discourse as is ready prepared for us by the constant applica- 
tion of our thoughts. And, therefore, I think we may safely con- 
clude, that whoever maketh religion his main business, and loveth 


‘God above all, cannot be better entertained in conversation than by 


such topics, which tend to cultivate and promote piety, and every 
thing that is praiseworthy; neither will such an one readily omit 
any reasonable occasion that offers itself to advance and instil the 
sense of religion into the minds of others. 





FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE. 


HINDOO SUPERSTITION. 


Extract from a Discourse, the substance of which was delivered at the 
Annual Meeting of the Baptist Missionary Society, in Bristol, 
{England,) September, 1818. By John Foster: the Author of 
“Essays on Decision of Character,” “Evils of Popular Igno- 
vance.” &c. 


An edition of this excellent piscourse has been recently publish- 
ed, “FOR THE BENEFIT OF missions,” by a Student in the Theolo- 
gical Seminary, Princeton, (N. J.) and with a view of introducing 
it to the notice of our readers, we give the following extract. 


“There is much ,in the Hindoo system that is strikingly peculiar; 
but as it is the substantial greatness of the evil, rather than its 
specific discriminations, that requires to be presented to the view 
of Christian zeal, our brief notices will mainly place the empha- 
sis on qualities common to this with the other principal modes of 
paganism. Our object is rather to exhibit the system in its strength 
of pernicious operation, than in any explanatory statement of its 
form and materials. There needs no great length of description, 
since the communications of missionaries, and various works in 
common circulation, have made all who take the least interest in 
the subject, familiarly acquainted with the prominent features of 
the heathenism of central Asia. For the attaintient of any thing 
like a complete knowledge it may defy all human faculty, which 
faculty besides, if it might search the universe for choice of sub- 
jects, could find nothing less worth its efforts for knowledge. The 
system, if it is to be so called, is an utter chaos, without top, or 
bottom, or centre, or any dimension or proportion belonging either 
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to matter or mind, and consisting of what deserves no better order. 
It gives one the idea of immensity filled with what is not of the 
value of an atom. It is the most remarkable exemplification of 
the possibility of making the grandest ideas contemptible, for that 
of infinity is here combined with the very abstract of worthless- 
ness, 

“But deserving of all contempt as it is, regarded merely as a 
farrago of notions and fantasies, it becomes a thing for detestation 
and earnest hostility when viewed in its practical light, as the 
governing scheme of principles and rites to a large portion of our 
race. Consider that there is thus acting upon them, as religion, a 
system which is in nearly all its properties, that which the true re- 
ligion is not, and in many of them the exact reverse. Look at your 
religion, presented in its bright attributes before you, reflecting 
those of its Author; and then realize to your minds, as far as you 
can, the condition of so many millions of human spirits receiving, 
without intermission, from infancy to the hour of death, the full in+ 
fluence of the direct opposites to these divine principles,—a con- 
trast of condition but faintly typified by that between the Israelites 
and the Egyptians in beholding, on the different sides, the pillar in 
its appearance over the Red Sea. Consider in comparison the in- 
tellectual and moral systems under which we and they are passing 
forward to another world, While ours has as its solar light and 
glory, the doctrine of One Being in whom all perfections are uni- 
ted and infinite, theirs scatters that which is the most precious and 
vital sentiment of the human soul, and indeed of any created in- 
telligence, to an indefinite multitude and diversity of adored ob- 
jects; the one system carrying the spirit downward to utter de- 
basement through that very element of feeling in which it should 
be exalted, while the other, when in full influence, bears it upward, 
in spite of a thousand things combining to degrade it. The re- 
Jation subsisting between man and the Divinity, as unfolded to 
view in the true religion, is of a simple and solemn character; 
whereas the Brahminical theory exhibits this relation in an infi- 
nitely confounded, fantastic, vexatious, and ludicrous complexity 
of form. While in the Christian system the future state of man 
is declared with the same dignified simplicity, the opposed pagan- 
ism between some insane dream of an aspiring mysticism on the 
one hand, and the paltriest conceits of a reptile invention on the 
other, presents, we might say sports, this sublime doctrine and fact 
in the shapes of whimsey and riddle. Ours is an economy accord- 
ing to which religion, considered as in its human subjects, consists 
m a state of mind instead of exterior formalities; the institutes of 
the Hindoos make it chiefly consist in a miraculously multiplied and 
ramified set of ritual fooleries, It is almost superfluous to notice 
in the comparison, that while the one enjoins and promotes a per- 
fect morality, the other essentially favours, and even formally sanc- 
tions, the worst vices. It may suffice to add, that while the true 
veligion knows nething of any precedence in the Divine estimate 
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and regard, of one class of human creatures before another, in 
virtue of nativity, or any mere natural distinction, the superstition 
we are describing has rested very much of its power upon a clas- 
sification according to which one considerable proportion of the 
people are, by the very circumstance of their birth, morally dis- 
tinguished as holy and venerable, and another more numerous pro- 
portion, as base and contemptible, sprung from the feet of the 
creating god, that they might be slaves to the tribe which had the 
luck and honour to spring from his head. 
“Such is the aggregate of perversions of all thought, and feel- 
ing, and practice. And yet, the system, being religion, acts on its 
subjects with that kind of power which is appropriate and peculiar 
to religion. The sense which man, by the very constitution of his 
nature, has of the existence of some super-human power, is one of 
the strongest principles of that nature; whatever, therefore, takes 
effectual hold of this sense will go far toward acquiring the regency 
ef his moral being. This conjunction of so many delusions does 
take possession of this sense in the minds of the Hindoos, with a 
mightier force than probably we see in any other exhibition of the 
occupancy of religion, on a wide scale, in the world. But to the 
power which the superstition has in thus taking hold of the reli- 
gious sense, is to be added that which it acquires by another and a 
dreadful adaption; for it takes hold also, as with more numerous 
hands than those given to some of the deities, of all the corrupt 
principles of the heart. What an awful phenomenon, that among 
a race of rational creatures, a religion should be mighty almost to 
omnipotence by means, in a great measure, of its favourableness 
to evil! What a melancholy display of man, that the two contrast- 
ed visitants to the world, the one from heaven, the other deserving 
by its qualities to have its origin referred to hell,—that these two 
coming to make trial of their respective adaptations and affinities 
upon human spirits, the infernal one should find free admission, 
through congeniaiity, to the possession of the whole souls of im- 
mense multitudes, while the one from heaven should but obtain in 
individuals, here and there, a possession which is partial at the best, 
and to be mantained by a conflict to the end of life against impla- 
¢ably repugnant principles in the mind. Well may a Christian be 
affected with the most humiliating emotion, both for his race and 
himself, while he reflects,—I have a nature which might have 
yielded itself entire to a false religion, but so reluctantly and par- 
tially surrenders itself to the true one as to retain me in the condr- 
tion of having it forthe chief concern of my life and prayers that 
the still opposing dispositions may be subdued.” 
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UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


It is with much pleasure we announce to the public, the appointment of three Boards 
of Agency for the United Foreign Missionary Society, in the western country. The 
following letter, addressed to the Rev. Daniel Smith, of Louisville, and the proceed- 
ings of the board for the Syned of Kentucky, will give the present state of the busi- 
ness, so far as is known to us. 


New-York, April 2, 1822. 
ResprecTED AND DEAR Sir— ; 

I am directed to transmit ‘o you the following extracts from the 
minutes of the Auxiliary Society Committee of the United Foreigm 
Missionary Society. 

“The Board of Managers having authorized this Committee to 
appoint at discretion, a Board of Agency at several places on the 
Ohio river, 

“Resolved, That such a Board be appointed at Pittsburg, em- 
bracing within its limits of operation the synod of Pittsburg; an- 
other at Cincinnati, embracing the synod of Ohio; and another at 
Louisville, embracing the synod of Kentucky. 

“Resolved, That the duties of each Board of Agency be as fol- 
lows:—Ist. To take a general superintendence of Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within its district; to form new auxiliaries; to invigorate the 
efforts of those already formed; to appoint places of deposit for 
those who contribute articles of provisions, cloathing, &c. and tor 
keep a distinct list or inventory of the articles contributed by eac 
auxiliary.—2d. To provide accommodations for our Missionary fam- 
ilies during their visits to the place where the Board of Agency is 
established; to collect contributions in money, and in articles ne- 
cessary for the mission; to aid in purchasing other articles on rea- 
sonable terms, and to do all within its power, to facilitate the busi- 
ness, and to hasten the departure of the Missionaries.—3d. To 
adopt such measures as are calculated to excite a general sentiment 
in favour of this Society, and of the Missionary cause: and—4th. 
To transmit occasionally to the Domestic Secretary such information 
and advice as may be of use in directing the operations of the pa- 
rent Society; and annually, in the month of February, to make 2 
report of its proceedings during the preceding year. Each Board 
of Agency shall appoint its President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer, fix the time of its stated meetings, and fill the va- 
cancies that may occur from time to time. 

“Resolved, That the Rey, Francis.Herron, the Rev. Mr. Swift, 
the Rev. Mr. M‘Elroy, the Rev. Mr. Bruce, the Rev. Mg Patter- 
son, jr. and Mr. Michael Allin, be appointed members of the Board 
of Agency at Pittsburg; and that they be authorized to augment 
the Board at their discretion. 

“Resolved, That the Rev. Joshna L. Wilson, the Rev. David 


Root, the Rev. Elijah Slack, the Rev. James Kemper, the Rev. Sam- 
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uel Johnson, Mr. John F. Keys, and Mr. Robert Boal, be appointed 
a Board of Agency at Cincinnati, and that they be authorized to 
augment the Board at their discretion. 

“Resolved, That the Rev. Daniel Smith, Mr. Daniel Wurts, Mr. 
Charles B. King, Mr. Jacob Reinhard, Dr. John P. Harrison, Mr. 
George B. Larned, Rev. Dr. James Blythe, of Lexington, the Rev. 
Eli Smith, of Frankfort, the Rev . Thomas Cleland, of Harrodsburg, 
the Rev. N. H. Hall, of Springfield, the Rev. James C. Barnes, of 
Lancaster, and the Rev. John T. Edgar, of Maysville, be appoint- 
ed a Board of Agency at Louisville, and that they be authorized 
to augment the Board at'their discretion.” 

You will please to write to the. gentlemen appointed with your- 
self,as members of a Board of Agency at Louisville, to meet, fill 
up their number, and elect their officers as soon as practicable. 
As soon as this shall have heen accomplished, we wish to receive 
a list of the members of the Board, with the officers distinctly no- 
ted, together with any remarks or information that the Board of 
Agency may deem proper to communicate. It is probable that the 
outlines of the duties of a Board of Agency, as well as the limits 
of each of the three Agencies, may. require alteration. It is also 
possible, that other Boards of Agency may advantageously be ap- 
pointed in the western country. We should be pleased to hear the: 

opinion of your Board on these points. 
1 am with much respect, 
Yours, &c. 
Z. LEWIS, 
Dom. Sec. U. F. Miss. Society. . 


Rev. Danzer Smiru. 


LovisviLte, June 5, 1822. 


The Board of Agency of the United Foreign Missionary Society, 
for the synod of Kentucky, being convened by a circular addressed 
to each member, met in the Presbyterian church at the hour ap- 
pointed. 

Members present—Rev. James Blythe, D. D.—Rev. Thomas Cle- 
land,— Rev. Nathan H. Hall,—Rev. Daniel Smith,—Mr. Jacob 
Reinhard,—Mr. Daniel Wurts. 

Rev. James C. Barnes though not present, signified, -hrough Mr 
Cleland, his acceptance of his appointment as a member of the- 


Board. 
Rev. James Blythe was nominated Chairman of the meeting, 


and Rev. Daniel Smith, Clerk. 

The meeting was opened by prayer from the Chairman. 

The communication from Mr. Zechariah Lewis, Domestic Secre- 
tary of the United Foreign Missionary Society, by which information 
was received of the appointment of this Board, and by which its: 
duties are prescribed, was read. 
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The Board proceeded to appoint additional members,.and the 
following persons were nominated and chosen :— 

Rev. John Todd, of Charleston, la.—Rev. John F. Crow, of 
Shelby county,—Rev. Joseph B. Lapsley, ef Bowling Green,— 
Rev. Ralph Cushman, of Hopkinsville,—Rev. William K. Stuart, 
of Elkton—Rev. James K. Birch, of Flemingsburg,—Rev. John 
M‘Farland, of Paris—Rev. Robert M. Cunningham, of Lexington, 
—Rev. Robert Stuart, of Walnut Hill,—Rev. Robert H. Bishop, of 
Lexington,—Mr. William J. Hynes, of Bardstown. 

Dr. John P. Harrison, a member of the Board, appeared and took 
his seat. The Board proceeded to the appointment of officers for 
the year ensuing, and the following persons were nominated and 
chosen: 

Rev. JAMES BLYTHE, D. D. President, 
Rev. JOHN TODD, Vice-President, 
‘Rev. DANIEL SMITH, Secretary, 

Dr. JOHN P. HARRISON, Treasurer. 


On motion, Resolved, That a meeting of this Society be holden 


at Louisville, on the Monday next following the third Wednesday 


of October next; and*that thereafter the annual meeting of the 
Board be held on the first Wednesday of June. 

On motion, Resolved, That a Prudential Committee be appointed, 
cousisting of six members, (any four of whom shall be a quorum,) 
whose duty it shall be to attend to the concerns and interests of 
this Board, and of the parent Society, in ‘the intervals of the an- 
nual meetings, and to make a full report of their proceedings to 
the Board, at each annual.meeting, and to the parent Society in 
the month of February, every year. 

Rey. John Todd, Rev. Daniel Smith, Mr. Jacob Reinhard, Mr. 
Daniel Wurts, Mr. Charles B. King, and Dr. John P. Harrison 
were appointed members of the Prudential Committee. 

On mution, Resolved, That the following persons be appointed 
Agents of this Board, to receive and forward articles of provisions, 
clothing, &c. to the general depository at Louisville, or (if more 
convenient) directly to the Missionary stations of this Society; and 
to report the amount of their collections to the Prudential Com- 
mittee, at least three weeks previous to each annual meeting: 

Mr. Thomas T. Skillman, Capt. Thomas Nelson, and Mr. Hugh 
-Foster, at Lexington;—Messrs. Nourse and Hackley at Bardstown, 
—Dr, William Pawling, at Harrodsburgh,—Mr. James Chambers, 
and Mr. A. M. January, at Maysville-—Mr. J. J. Miles, and Mr. 
Humphreys, at Frankfort——Mr. Ebenezer Sharp, and Mr, 





Joel Lyle, at Paris,—Dr. James H. Rice at Hopkinsvilles 

On motion, Adjourned, To meet on the Monday following the 
third Wednesday of October next. 

Concluded with prayer by Mr. Cleland. 


Attest, DANIEL SMITH, 
Clerk of the Meeting 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


Articte I. This Society shall be composed of the Presbyterian, 
Reformed Dutch, and Associate Reformed Churches, and all oth- 
ers who may choose to join them, and shall be known by the name 
of “The United Foreign Missionary Society.” 

Art. Il. The object of the Society shall be to spread the Gos- 
pel among the Indians of North America, the inhabitants of Mexi- 
co and South America, and in other portions of the heathen and 
anti-christian world. 

Art. Ill. The business of the Society shall be conducted by a 
Board consisting of a President, six Vice-Presidents, a Correspond- 
ing Secretary, a Recording Secretary, a Treasurer, and twelve 
Managers, to be annually chosen by the Society. They shall have 
power to enact their own by-laws. Seven shall constitute a quo- 
rum. 

Art. IV. The Board shall present their annual report to the 
highest judicatories of the three denominations, for their informa- 
tion. 

Art. V. Any person paying three dollars annually, or thirty 
dollars at one time, shall be a member of the Society. 

Art. VI. The annual meetings of the Society shall be held in 
the city of New-York, on the Wednesday preceding the second 
‘Thursday of May. 

Ant. VII. Missionaries shall be selected from the three Churches 
indiscriminately. 

Arr. Vill. This Constitution may be altered by a vote of two 
thirds of the members present at an annual meeting, with the con- 
sent of the highest judicatories of the three denominations, 





PLAN OF AN AUXILIARY SOCIETY. 


I. This Society shall be called the Missionary Society of 








II. Any person subscribing dollars annually, shall be a 
member of this Society. 

ill. The business of the Society shall be conducted by a Presi- 
dent, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, Secretary, and 


other Managers; of whom shall constitute a quorum for the 














transaction of business. 

IV. The Board of Managers shall meet ——-——, or oftner if 
necessary, on a day to be fixed by themselves. 

V. The Board shall appoint agents to solicit subscriptions and 
donations to the funds of the Society. 

VI. The Treasurer shall take charge of all the monies belonging 
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to the Society, and transmit them semi-annually to the Treasurer 
of the “United Foreign Missionary Society,” at New-York. 

Vil. The Secretary shall record the proceedings of the Board of 
Managers, and of the Society, at their annual meetings. 

Viil. There shall be a meeting of the Society once a year, on 
the day of February, when the officers shall be chosen, 
and the other business of the Society transacted. 








MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


In order that our readers may enter upon the perusal of that part 
of our Magazine devoted to Missionary InteHigence, it is proper 
we should lay before them an abstract of the origin and pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 
the United States. This procedure is, we conceive, the more 
indispensable, as it is probable many of the patrons of this work, 
have been hitherto destitute of information on these subjects. 

The Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, was instituted 
in June, 1810, and incorporated June 20, 1812. It has under its 
direction the following Missions. 

1. Mission at Bombay, instituted 1814. It consisted originally of 

five clergymen and their wives, sent out at different times. 

. Mission in Ceylon, instituted 1816. It has been strengthened 

by sending out at different times six clergymen and their wives, 


together with a physician and his wife, and Mr. James Garrett, 
printer. , 
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. Mission among the Cherokees, instituted 1818. There has been 
employed in this Mission twenty persons, of whom four.are cler- 
gymen. The rest are teachers, farmers, and mechanics. 

4. Mission among the Choctaws, instituted 1818. This Mission 
has twenty-two persons attached to it, two of whom are clergy- 
men. 

. The Sandwich Mission. This Mission embarked from Boston 
Oct. 23, 1819, and consisted of fourteen Americans, two of whom 
were clergymen, with their wives, the others were mechanics, 
farmers, and teachers. To this Mission were attached four na- 
tive teachers, who had been brought from the Sandwich islands. 
to America, and educated. 


-. Mission among the Cherokees of the Arkansaw, instituted 1820.- 
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This Mission has about ten persons attached to it at this time, 
i} two of whom are clergymen. . 
7. Mission to Palestine, instituted 1820, and consisting of Messrs. 


Parsons and Fisk, 


FROM THE MISSIONARY HERALD. 
MISSION AT BOMBAY. 


JOINT LETTER OF THE MISSIONARIES. A 
iM Bombay, July 1, 1821. 


Rev. and Dear Sir, 


Hi Ir becomes our duty and our privilege to address you, another 
half year having elapsed since our last joint letter. We are sorry 
to say, that, since that time, we have not had the pleasure of re- 
ceiving any communications from you. The last which we have 
received, is that of March 6th,4820, sent by Mr. Garrett. 

Our last joint letter to you was sent by way of England, about 
the first of January; and a duplicate, with some additions, was 

. committed to Mr. Bardwell, to go by way of Bengal. 

A letter was, about the same time, despatched to-our brethren in 

Ht Ceylon, requesting, that if their arrangements would possibly ad- 

if mit of it, they would send, without delay, Mr. Garrett to take 
charge of our printing establishment. After Mr. Bardwell’s de- 
parture, Mr. Newell gave up the house he then occupied, and re- 
moved to the house which Mr. Bardwell had vacated, where the 
printing office was most commodiously situated. From that -time, 

Mr. Newell devoted himself entirely to that department, and 

though he experienced many difficulties, from his limited knowl- 

edge of the business, the work went on quite well. t 
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He Arrival of Mr. Garrett—Printer. 


Hi About the last of February, we received a letter from Ceylon, 

i which announced that Mr. Garrett was devoted to the service of 

i our mission, and that we might expect him as soon as arrange- 

ments could be made for his passage to Bombay. On the 9th of 

| May We were truly rejoiced to receive Mr. Garrett as a brother 
i and fellow labourer. 


Sickness and death of Mr. Newell. i 


The sickness and departure of brother Bardwell was to us all a : 
deep affliction. This providence made a dismal blank in our circle. 
But, O, dear Sir, what shall we now say? Our dear brother New- 
| ell isno more! On the 30th of May, at one o’clock, A.M. he breath- 
| ed out his soul, we trust, in the arms of his Saviour. His disease 
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was the epidemic, spasmodic cholera, which has raged awfully in: 
this region, for some time past. This dreadful disease has, within. 
four years, swept over India, Burmah, and the Asiatic Islands, and: 
hurried millions to the tomb. On Monday evening, Mr. Newell 
was somewhat indisposed, and his rest was disturbed that night. 
He was worse on Tuesday morning, but it was not till nine or ten 
o’clock, that there was any apprehension that it was the cholera. 
Dr. Taylor and other friends were called in., At that time the 
disease had made so much progress, that no medical treatment 
could avail. The victory of the disease was so rapid and se com- 
plete, that his last hours were quiet, and he sunk into the arms of 
death, without a struggle or a groan. The Rev. Messrs. Hall and 
Kenney, (Church missionaries,) Horner and Fletcher, (Wesleyan. 
missionaries,) Mr. Garrett and Dr. Taylor, were with him, in all. 
the closing scene. We feel it to be our duty to mention thi#in- 
stance of faithful attention on the part of Dr. Taylor. With. the 
utmost promptness and assiduity, he has given his attention on all 
occasions to us in sickness. Brother Newell’s remains were de- 
posited in the English burying ground, in the afternoon of Wed- 
nesday. In his last sickness his head was early &flected. He 
made but a single remark, by which it appears that he knew what 
his disease was. A stupor had so seized him, that it was with diffi- 
culty he was persuaded to take the prescribed remedy. When 
asked by his agonized wife, if he could not bid her farewell, he 
answered by shaking his head, and affectionately pressing her hand. 
Mr. Newell generally enjoyed -good health. He was, perhaps, as 
little affected by the climate as any of our number. Just a week 
before his death, he visited Mr. and Mrs. Nichols at Tannah, spent 
five days with them, and seemed unusually cheerful. While at 
Tannah, he visited, with Mr. Nichols, a great number of the sick. 
and dying. It is-possible that he took the infection there. 


Religious services on the occasion. 


A meeting was held at the house of our late brother, on the 3d 
of June, anticipating the usual time of our quarterly meeting. 
Never can we forget the solemnities of that occasion. The scythe 
of death was sweeping all around us. From 60 to 100 were then 
dying daily in Bombay. Our brother had just gone, and there was 
reason to think the disease somewhat contagious. All this brought 
eternity very near to our view. Religious exercises were attend- 
ed on the Sabbath, and the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered to all the missionary circle, by the Rev. Mr.Fletcher. 


Translating the Scriptures. 


Agreeably to a suggestion made in your letter several months 
ago, arrangements were made for completing the translation of 
the whole New Testament. The parts of it, which had not been 
printed, were-divided inte five portions, and assigned te each of us. 
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The departure of two of our number, makes a new assignment 
necessary. This work is in such a state of forwardness, that when- 
ever we have the means, and whenever-it shall be thought expe- 
Gent, we can proceed to printing. We are all more or less em- 
ployed in translating and preparing other things for our schools, 
&c. which we deem very important. A tract containing a concise. 
history of the Bible; a short doctrinal catechism; and a tract for 
the Jews, have been prepared, and will be printed in order. The 
next portion of the Scriptures, which we shall print, is the Gospel 
of Luke. This will be done with a view to make it a part of the. 
proposed edition of the New Testament. 


Printing. 


Our press for several months past, has been employed mostly in 
primting tracts, &c. for the Committee of the Christian Knowledge 
Society. We haye been most happy in attending to their orders, 
because the tracts in general, which they have selected, are good, 
and well calculated to promote our object; while, at the same time, 
they have brought some gain to the establishment. The last that 
we have prinfed for ourselves, is an edition of the ten command- 
ments in Latin, Portuguese, English, and Mahratta. This was 
principally designed for the native Catholics, who are ignorant, 
superstitious, and depraved, beyond conception, and whose priests, 
in their true Jesuitical style, had struck the second commandment 
from the Decalogue, and divided the tenth into two, to make the 
number complete. You know already that a School-book society 
has been formed in Bombay, on the model of the Calcutta School- 
book society. Our friend, Dr. Taylor, who is the Secretary of that 
society, has made remarks, which lead us to expect that our press 
may be employed in printing for them. 


State of the Schools. 


Till the present time, these have continued much as when we last 
wrote. There has been a hopeful improvement in most of them, 
in regard to the management and the progress of the boys. We 
have made some advances towards introducing the Lancasterian 
system. Though there is a very great indifference to all plans of 
improvement, and a jealousy of innovation, yet we are not with- 
out hope that we shall effect a valuable change in the schooling 
system. The progress of the boys in our school, in a given time, 
is not equal to that in similar schools in America. ‘This, however, 
does not arise so much from defective. capacity in the boys, as from 
the irregularity and unskilfulness of the teachers. We have, not- 
withstanding, a considerable number, who have made the most 
gratifying and honourable proficiency, who excel in reading, wri- 
ting, and arithmetic, and are well acquainted with the first princi- 
ples of geography, astronomy, and the Christian religion. We 
are well persuaded, that if our patrons at home, could see these 
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boys, and hear their recitations, they would feel themselves paid 
for their charities. 


Dissolving of ten schools. 


And yet, dear Sir, with the deepest conviction of the utility and* 
importance of these schools, it is with feelings the most painful we 
tell you, that, at our last meeting, we felt ourselves obliged to sus- 
pend ten of our schools, on account of the low state of our funds. 
Yes, it has given us pain indeed, dear Sir, to send away nearly 500 
boys, from the only means they have of receiving light and knowl- 
edge, to the domestic circle, where they can learn nothing but the 
poisonous lessons of idolatry. Yet what can we do? We learn that 
the funds of the Board are low, and we dare not involve our pat- 
rons in debts, which perhaps, they may disapprove. We have no 
other way but forcibly to lop off every expense possible, till we 
receive new instructions, encouragement, and remittances, from 
our native land. For the same reason we have dismissed our Jew- 
ish superintendant of schools. We had employed him for some 
months past in visting all our schools in rotation, in the intervals of 
our visiting them. 

Preaching the Gospel. 


For several months past, Mr. Hall has made appointments and 
held meetings in different parts of the town of Bombay. Some of 
these have been exceedingly well attended. The number has va- 
ried from 20 to 200. Besides the occasional meetings, he holds 
stated ones on the Sabbath,—one in English to his own family, and 
some others, in the forenoon; and in the afternoon, another:in Mah- 
ratta in the scheol-room adjoining his house. Nothing can be more 
irregular or uncertain, than a heathen audience. Sometimes a 
proposed meeting is frustrated by an insidious Brahmin; sometimes 
a hopeful assembly of hearers are broken up, and the opportunity 
lost, by some angry mocker, or some obscéne buffoon. ,So light a 
matter to most heathen, are those truths, which concern the very 
life of their souls! Mr. Hall most seriously feels the need of a 
chapel, and a fellow-laborer. Ever since the departure of broth- 
er Bardwell, he has supported these meetings without any assist- 
ance. 

For the greater part of two years past, a company of blind beg- 
gars came regularly to Mr. Newell’s every Sabbath, and received 
from him Christian instruction. Their number was from 20 to 40. 
They were always still and attentive; and after religious exercises 
were over, Mr. Newell gave each of them a pice, (one cent,) with 
which they went away satisfied. Thus have these wretched blind 
people received much light into their understandings. May the 
Divine Spirit apply it-to their hearts! 

‘Mr Graves has recently succeeded in getting a considerable 
number of people together, at sundry times, to hear the Gospel. 
In this, however, he has experienced many painful disappointments. 
ee tare this, he has constantly preached Christ to the 
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people of Mahim, and the villages round about, to many or to few, 
wherever he found them disposed to hear. 

Mr. Nichols, for months past, has directed his attention princi- 
pally to the lapsed Catholics in Chandree, a large village of sea- 
faring, people, about one mile from Tannah. 


Lapsed Catholics. . 


Some account of these people was communicated in our last let- 
ter. About four years ago, when they were visited with the cho- 
lera morbus, they set up the worship of devils, like the heathen, ia 
order to avert the calamity. For this their padre (priest) requir- 
ed penance and heavy fines. The people refused to comply with 
either; and under the management of artful and influential lead- 
ers, the whole village, amounting to more than 4,000 people, by a 
violent convulsion, went off from the Catholic community. Several 
other villages on Salsette, and near Basseen, have followed their 
example, and more recently the same scene’ has been exhibited at 
Bombay. 

Their dreadful sufferings. 


When the cholera made its appearance in this region, about four 
months ago, it first lighted on that people. Ina few days, one hund- 
red and twenty persons died. The heart-sickening scenes which 
were exhibited during that season, were unparalleled. The sick 
and the dying were brought into the presence of the village god, 
and there dreadfully beaten with rods, under the impression that 
the demon, that is, the disease, would be driven from them; while 
men and women, in the midst of a great assembly, were seen danc- 
ing in the most wild and furious manner, shaking and falling into 
trances, pretending to receive the god into themselves, and then 
promising health and safety to all who would implicitly trust them, 
and pay well for the supposed benefit. It seemed impossible to 
avoid the impression, that they were given up to “believe a lie, 
that they might be damned.” Lamentation and wo have been in 
their dwellings, but they have not turned unto the Lord. The 
disease is gone from them; but instead of thanksgiving to Jehovah, 
it is given to dumb idols. 


Encouragement to labour among them. 


We have spoken of them asa people. There are many ind:- 
viduals well disposed to hear the Gospel, and were it not for their 
leaders, who hold them in cruel bondage, they would gladly be- 
come Christians, that is, nominal Christians,—for beyond that, they 
have yet very little conception. There is, however, much encour- 
agement for persevering labour among them. They are yet in an 
unsettled state. Though they make many ostentatious pretensions 
to having regained the religion and cast of their forefathers; yet 
it iswell known, that they are not, and cannot be, real Hindocs: 
Mr. Nichols has a strong impression, that if a chapel were erected 
in that village, a considerable number would attend, to receive 
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Christian instruction. He has almost daily intercourse with the 
people at Chandree. They live compactly, are very accessible, 
and have sometimes collected in considerable numbers to hear 
divine truth. But these meetings have been incidental, and not by 
appointment. The school, which Mr. Nichols has established among 
them, succeeds very well. It has now about 40 boys. When this 
school was commenced, there were scarcely three men the village 
who could read. 

_ We commend ourselves, dear Sir, and the concerns of our mis- 
sion, to you prayers and the prayers of the Board. It is a great 
satisfaction: to believe that we are not forgotten. We know that 
much light has been communicated to this people, but, alas! every 
thing is yet as the “mountains of Gilboa, on which there was no 
vain, nor dew.” But let our beloved friends hold up our hands, 
zill the sun goes down, and victory shall declare on our side. 

-We remain, dear Sir, your devoted servants in Christ. 
G. HALL. 
. J. NICHOLS, 
A. GRAVES. 





MISSION AMONG THE CHEROKEES. 


EXTRACTS FROM A NARRATIVE WRITTEN BY AN ASSISTANT MIS- 
SIONARY. 


‘Tue narrative from which the following extracts are made, was 
written by a lady, who joined.the mission at Brainerd, at. her own 
expense, a little more than a year ago; but felt herself. bound.to 
leave it not long. after, in consequence of some peculiar family 
claims upon her attention. Though it was not composed with a 
view to publication, we give it to our readers, from the conviction 
that it-will be perused not without interest. At the commence- 
anent of our extracts, the lady was within twenty miles of Brain- 
erd, where she had been detained by the rise of waters in the 
intervening creeks. 


Occurrences on the way. 


We were not aware that the day was almost past, when we land- 
ed; and regretted our departure from the last little hut, poor as 
our accommodations must have been, when we found ourselves 
strangers in adark forest. The rain was falling in torrents, to 
which we were now wholly exposed, as we had lost our only shel- 
.ter. The moon gave but a partial light, and I felt my situatién 
truly unpleasant, in not being able wholly to shelter from the rain 
my children, who were asleep under my cloak, insensible to my 
anxiety 6r their exposure. ‘The evil was greatly increased, when 
we arrived at the foot of a hill, the height and danger of which we 
could not know, and were told that the horses could not ascend, 
sor we he safe,-unlese we walked, My eloak was so filled with 
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water, that I left it: and taking the little ones, we alighted, and, 
with the utmost fatigue, ascended the hill. ‘The time and way ap- 
peared so long, that we were apprehensive of having lost the road, 
or we must have reached’ Brainerd ere this; it being but eight 
miles from the Tennessee river, and the evening being now far 
advanced. The patience of our driver was, by this time, wholly 
exhausted, His complaints added not a little to our distress. We 
were most completely drenched in the rain. The hour of dining 
brought no refreshment for us, and the hour of supper could not 
be improved as such. Bread and meat were all, which our late 
hospitable friends could impart. Some yet remained, and we had 
more than once allayed our hunger with this, while sitting in the 
rain, during the last days of our journey. 

Our northern friends, we trusted, were sweetly reposing, uncon- 
scious of the dangers and hardships, to which we were exposed. 
Had they known our situation, they possibly might have feared, 
lest we were exposed to the tomahawk of the savage, on whose 
lands we were. But the fear of this never entered our minds. 
Doubtless, had we found one of their cabins, we should have been 
hospitably entertained during the night. No kind Cherokee, how- 
ever, was near, of whom we might inquire, and we pursued our 
uncertain way, looking in vain, on the right hand and on the left, 
“for an hospitable ray” from the mission house. 


They arrive at Brainerd. 


A light was at length seen glimmering on the left. It was a light 
from Brainerd! We had arrived at this consecrated spot. All appear- 
ed happy. ‘The doors of each cabin on the south, were open; in 
each of which was a blazing fire, and around it the Cherokee boys 
were playing, unconscious of the suffering group, which was ap- 
proaching. We passed by these, and, through a large front yard, 
entered the mission house, where we were received with mach 
surprise and cordiality. Although the faces of all, except father 
and mother Hoyt, were new, yet their names and characters were 
familiar. We were introduced to the common sitting room, in 
which was a long table, surrounded by well clad, jnteresting Che- 
rokee girls, each sewing, with her work-basket before her, and su- 
perintended by sister Sarah Hoyt. Our cares and our sorrows, in 
this delightful moment, were forgotten; and we felt ourselves more 
than compensated for all our suflerings. A good supper was soon 
provided, and we were agreeably surprised in finding some little 
luxuries, to which we thought we had forever bid adieu. These, 
however, were only for the stranger and the sick. In the beloved 
missionaries we found all our lost friends;—father, mother, brother, 
and sister. From that hour, we no more felt ourselves strangers.. 
After surrounding the domestic altar, and offering our united thanks 
for our late preservation, and safe arrival, we were conducted ‘up 
the stairs, and through the long piazza, into a neatly furnished 
chamber, where wos a good fire. ‘This room they devoted to my- 
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self and children. All these things so far exceeded my expecta- 
tions, and were so necessary to our comfort, that my heart must 
ry hard indeed, not to have been warmed .with ardent 
gratitude to the great Giver of all, and to the dear missionaries, 
who by their kindness, thus cheered our drooping spirits. 


Introduction to the Mission Family. 


Our sleep was Very sweet this night; nor, as we had so much 
reason to fear from our late exposures, did any of us awake with 
freezing chills, or burning fevers. The early sound of the morn- 
ing bell awoke us, and soon the second bell summoned us to prayers. 
As yet we had seen nothing, which might not appear in a common 
well regulated family. Now we were led to the dining room, 
where was assembled the precious charge of the Christian public, 
of the American Board, and of the mission family. 

More than ninety interesting, happy children, were assembled 
for prayers. We heard these natives of the forest, descendants 
of the heathen, sing the praises of God; saw them bow the knee 
to Jehovah, and acknowledge the Redeemer. We were now 
members of the mission family; were affectionately introduced as 
such, by Mr. Hoyt, to the children; and with them were seated at 

, the mission table. Merciful Father, why were we thus honored? 
The missionaries, for many days, forgat not to make our preser- 
vation and safe arrival, a subject of their prayers. They ever 
continued to treat us with most unmerited kindness; nor shall we 
ever cease to love them as our best friends. The children of the 
school were much endeared by their affectionate manners, which 
were truly interesting. The dining room was furnished with five 
long tables, all set with pewter plates, tin cups, and iron spoons. 
No articles of china, or even earthern, were used. No sugar, 
butter, cheese, nor sweetmeats, were seen. 


A conversation respecting the Jews. 


Delightful as social intercourse must be in the mission family, 
we found but few opportunities of spending an evening as a do- 
mestic circle. In one of these few, the conversation turned on 
“the Star in the West.”* Elijah Hicks, son of the venerable 
Charles Hicks, and clerk of the nation, was one of the circle. Hig 
presence would not have disgraced any circle, either in appearance, 
inanner, or conversation. He listened to our various remarks with 
deep attention, but gave not his opinion. At length, with much 
propriety of manner and expression, he asked, “Whether our di- 
vines generally supposed the return of the Jews, predicted by the 
prophets, was a spiritual, or a temporal return?’ 

Judge Boudinot’s statements were found by the missionaries to 
be correct. Customs, like those of the Jews, were, from time to 


® A book with this title, of which the Jate President of the American Bible Society 
was igauthor. . 


















ee ee 


_o— 


PF ee SP ee 





ie ees Se a 
— — — = 


er 


2 OR GO a aes a ee CS RT 


54 Mission among the ‘Cherokees. Duwr, 


time, discovered. Their present “city of refuge for the man- 
slayer,” is in the vicinity of a white settlement, where the guilty 
must stay till after corn-planting, when he may return in safety. 


Notices respecting several Indian youth. 


John Newton was supposed to be a Christian, though not more 
than twelve years old; and we not only loved, but respected him. 
There was a degree of dignity in his person and deportment, which 
I have rarely seen equalled in a youth of his age. On one of the 
first Sabbaths after our arrival, he was studying in Emerson’s cate- 
chism. 1! asked him how much he had learned? He repeated se- 
veral pages,—more than J had time to hear,—which he had learn- 
ed that day. On many of the cold mornings, when the children 
were trying to secure a good seat, or wrapping themselves warmly 
in their blankets, John Newton, without a blanket, or choice of 
seat, and regardless of the cold, was ever seen sitting erect, with 
his eyes fixed on the reader, or devotionally attending to the prayer. 
He always appeared above the vanities of childhood and youth. 

Delilah Fields, we have reason to think is pious. 1 had brought 
some presents from the children of Miss. G’s school to the children 
at Brainerd; and as Delilah frequently wrote letters, | requested 
her to write to MissG. She declined; said she should not have 
time. One evening, however, she came into my room, and said 
she would now write. I immediately supplied her with pen and 
paper; but she said she did not know what to write. I dictated the 
first sentence, and thought, perhaps, I must tell her all; but, being 
much engaged, forgat the subject. In about half an hour, Delilah 
brought me the letter finished. I was surprised at her facility in 
writing, and exclaimed, “Not one of Miss G’s scholars could write 
so well.” It would scarcely be believed, that either the writing, 


or composition, was the performance of a child, hardly twelve years ~ 


old; much less of a Cherokee girl, who had been at school but two 
vears. , 

John Arch is pious and greatly esteemed by the mission family. 
Ife is Mr. Butrick’s assistant in the study of the Cherokee language. 
{ asked if he did not believe the language would be lost, ina few 
generations? He reluctantly answered,—yes. 1 asked if he was 
willing? “! had rather,” says he, “it would remain as it is.” 1 
ihought there was something of patriotism in his melancholy look 
and answer. He also writes letters, which may well be admired, 
considering, that (as he expressed himself,) “two years ago, he 
was wandering on the dark mountains, till he met Mr. Hall, who 
advised him to come to Brainerd.” 

I Jament, that the missionaries have no more time to instruct the 
children of the school in composition, as their genius in this re- 
spect is admirable. The public could not but be interested in then 
productions. 
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A NARRATIVE OF THE STATE OF RELIGION, 


Within the bounds of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church; 
and of the General Associations of Connecticut and Massachusetts, 
and the General Convention of Vermont, during the last year. 


Tue General Assembly in sending to the churches the annual 
narrative of the state of religion within their bounds, wish them 
grace, mercy, and peace from God our Father, and Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

We have much reason to offer our thanksgivings to the Great 
Head of the church for the many tokens of his love, with which he 
has visited that portion of it, which is in our land, during the past 
year. He has given many convincing proofs, that he has been pre- 
sent with the assemblies of his people to bless them, by bestowing 
upon them the sanctifying influences of his Holy Spirit. Him we 
acknowledge and adore as our Redeemer and head, as the founda- 
tion of our hopes and the source of all grace, and we ascribe glory 


and dominion to Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in ' 


his own blood. 

But while there are many reasons for thankfulness and rejoicing, 
there is much also to be deplored. 

It is with deep sorrow, that the Assembly have heard numerous 
complaints of lukewarmness and conformity to the world, among 
professing Christians. The neglect of family prayer, the want of 
zeal for extending the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom, attach 
ment to the world, conformity to its sinful customs and pleasures, 
and in some few instances, dissensions and bacislidings prove that 
these complaints are but too well founded. Such professors seem 
to have forgotten the deep obligations which they are under, from 
the dying love of Him who gave himself for them, to redeem them 
from all iniquity; that the God whom we serve is “a jealous God;” 
and that the sins of his professing people are peculiarly hateful to 
him. We affectionately, and yet solemnly call upon them to re- 
member from whence they are fallen, and to repent and do their first 
works; to be watchful and strengthen the things which remain, that 
are ready to die. 

In some parts of our land, attempts are made to propagate thé 
most pernicious errors. With a zeal worthy of a better cause, and 
under lofty pretensions to superior rationality and to deeper dis- 
coveries in religion, some are.endeavouring to take away the crown 
from the Redeemer’s head; to.degrade Him who is the mighty God 
and the .prince of life, to a level with mere men, and to rob us of 
all our hopes of redemption through his blood. Pretending too, a 
more expanded benevolence to man, and more ennobled ideas of 
the goodness and mercy of God, they assiduously propagate the 
sentiment, that all men will ultimately obtain eternal happiness, 
however sinful their present temper and conduct may be, without 
any regard te the cleansing ef the bleed.ef atonement, er the sayc- 
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tifying influences of the Spirit of God. Believing that these sen- 
timents are utterly subversive of gospel truth and holiness; that 
they are alike dishonouring to God, and destructive to the present 
and eternal welfare of men, we cannot but affectionately warn you 
against them. Beware, brethren, lest ye also being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. Cherish an 
ardent attachment to the truth which is according to godliness: and 
seek to experience in your own souls its sanctifying influence. 

The gross vices of intemperance, profane swearing, Sabbath 
breaking, and gambling, still extensively exist. The excessive use 
of spirituous liquors continues to produce the most deplorable ef- 
fects, and threatens still greater injury. That such crimes should 
any where exist, is matter of astonishment and sorrow. They 
prove that man has deeply apostatized from God; and that our 
nature is both degraded and depraved. 

But there is one subject to which the Assembly advert with the 
most*painful feelings. Vast sections of our country, particularly 
our frontiers, are destitute of the stated means of grace, and are 
Joudly calling uponus in the words of the man of Macedonia, cme 
over and help us. 

In the Presbytery of Niagara, which consists of twenty-six con- 
gregations, there are but four which have pastors. In the Presby- 
tery of Genessee, which consists of nineteen congregations, two 
only have pastors, and of these two, but one enjoys the stated 
preaching of the gospel more than half the time. In the Presby- 
tery of Bath, the churches are few, and most of them feeble and 
destitute of the ministry of the word. There are but six ministers 
in nearly as many counties. Multitudes are evidently living with- 
out God in the world, and paying not even an outward respect to 
the institutions of the gospel. In many families the Scriptures are 
not to be found, and in too many instances, little or no desire is 
shown to possess them. In many places no meetings for the public 
worship of God are held; and in many others, such meetings are 
thinly attended.’ In the Presbytery of Champlain, many towns are 
destitute of a preached gospel and church privileges; and in the 
Presbytery of Susquehanna, which spreads over an extensive 
country, among twenty-six congregations, which are widely scat- 
tered, there are but ten ministers. Of twenty-nine congregations, 
which helong to the Presbytery of Erie, twenty-one are destitute 
of a stated ministry; and of thirty-three congregations which be- 
long 9 the Presbytery of Louisville, more than half are in the 
same destitute condition. In the Presbytery of Union, two or three 


times the number of ministers are needed, to supply the-spiritual 
wants of that portion of our church. In the Presbytery of Grand 
River, which consists of twenty-nine congregations, there are but 
twelve ministers. The Presbytery of West Tennessee, which 
spreads over a large tract of country, and embraces within its 
bounds a population of 310,000 inhabitants, has only fourteen min- 
4sters belonging to it; and there is not a single licentiate within 
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their bounds. The few missionaries who have passed through this 
region have been well received, and much solicitude is manifested 
by the people to obtain the labours of a zealous and enlightened 
ministry. That section of our church which is contained within 
the bounds of the Presbyteries of Missouri and Mississippi, loudly 
calls for the attention of the Christian public. The Presbytery of 
Missouri extends over a country nearly 300 miles square, and contains 
upwards of 120,000 inhabitants: and much of it is still a moral 
waste. ‘Thousands are crying for the bread of life; and there is 
reason to believe that many new churches might be formed, if 
there were a sufficient number of faithful and devoted ministers, 
The Presbytery of Mississippi too, covers & vast extent of countrys 
embracing the two states of Mississippi and Louisiana, the popu- 
lation of which, must considerably exceed 200,000 souls. ‘Though 
covering such a vast extent of country, and embracing so large a 
population, only eight ministers belong to it, and»only four licen- 
tiates are under its care. Several towns of importance which are 


rapidly increasing in population and wealth, present most interest-* " 


ing stations for missionary labours. Among these, New Orleans 
deserves to be particularly mentioned, as presenting a field for ex- 
ertions truly astonishing for magnitude, interest, and difficulty. It 
contains 46,000 inhabitants, and is annually growing in resources 
of all kinds. The short ministry of Mr. Larned, we have reason 
to believe, was very useful, and while we affectionately sympathise 
with the congregation in that city, on the loss of their late esteem- 
ed pastor, we offer our prayers to God, that he would speedily 
bestow on them another faithful pastor to supply his place. The 
Presbytery of Georgia, which extends over more than half the 
state of Georgia, and consists of but eight ministers, and the Fres- 
bytery of Concord, contain within their bounds, extensive tracts of 
country, where the ordinances and institutions of religion are hard- 
ly known. 

In most of these destitute parts of our country, pernicious errors 
are assiduously and successfully propagated;.and in all of them 
gross immoralities abound. Removed from the benign influence 
of the gospel of Jesus, without its powerful restraints, destitute of 
Sabbaths and Sanctuaries, unchecked by the solemn admonitions, 
and uncheered by the glorious hopes of the gospel, multitudes there, 
live in sin, and die in impenitence. Seldom does the herald of» 
salvation raise his inviting voice among them, and seldom do the 
sounds of prayer and praise ascend as grateful offerings to heaven. 
And these are our brethren; bone of our bones, and flesh of our 
flesh; many of their fathers worshipped with our fathers in the 
same sanctuary, and with many of them we have gone up to the 
house of God. Surely their claims upon our christian liberality 
are peculiarly strong: and we cannot suffer their earnest requests 
that we would send them the word of life, to be refused. 

It is truly gratifying to learn, that a very earnest desire is felt, 


and - laudable zeal shown, to obtain the gospel ministry in these 
on, I. 8 
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destitute parts of our land. Many of the followers of Jesus offer 
up to him their fervent prayers, that he would send among them 
faithful labourers; and Sabbath day schools, and Missionary, and 
Education societies, have been in some places established. In 
some instances, the destitute congregations persevere in maintain- 
ing public worship; and there is an increasing attention to the 
mieans of grace. We have heard, too, with pleasure, that in many 
of these destitute parts of our land, ministers have frequently gone- 
forth in company, two or three at a time, and preached, and visit- 
ed, and God has greatly blessed their labours. 

But,-we turn to contemplate more pleasing subjects. It cannot 
but be gratifying to the friends of the Redeemer’s kingdom, to 
learn that, with few exceptions, the statements which we have re- 
ceived from the different Presbyteries, represent the interests of 
religion to be on the increase. 

Infidelity is scarcely any where openly professed. The church- 
es are generally walking in peace. There is generally an increas- 
ed attention to the public ordinances of worship; and many new 


‘Congregations have been organized, and new churches erected 


throughout our country. Stveral of these have been built in re- 
gions, where but a short time since was nothing but a waste wilder- 
ness, uninhabited by civilized man.: 

The monthly concert for prayer is. generally observed. Bible 
classes, and the catechetical instruction of youth, are still continn- 
ed with the most beneficial effects. Baptized children with their 
parents, have in many instances been convened, and reminded of 
the solemn obligations imposed upon them, by the baptismal cove- 
nant, Praying societies are very generally established. Sabbath 
day schools are numerous and flourishing, and thousands of youth, 
who probably would otherwise have grown up ignorant and vicious, 
have by means of these institutions -been instructed, and fitted to 
make useful members of society. 

Liberal patronage has generally been extended to the various 
benevolent and pious institutions, which are established within our 
bounds, and many Missionary, and Education, and Bible societies 
are flourishing. It has given the assembly unfeigned joy, to hear 
of the very flourishing condition, and the increasing prosperity of 
the American Bible Society. During the past year a considerable 
‘addition has been made, both to its funds, and to the number of 
auxiliary societies connected with it. We offer our fervent prayers 
that the blessing of the God of heaven may rest upon it. Several 
societies for the education of poor and pious youth, who have the 
gospel ministry in view, have been established during the past 
year; and the churches appear in some degree to be awaking to 
a sense of the importance of this subject. 

It is with pleasure that we notice .he formation of several Mis- 
sionary Associations of young men. The Young Men’s Missionary 
Society at Richmond, is entitled to particular notice. During the 
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Jast year they have employed eight missionaries, and have expend- 
“ed in their support about one thousand dollars. 

The students in the University of North Carolina, who are mem- 
bers of the Dialectic Society, have generously engaged to contri- 
bute $ 250, payable in five years, towards endowing a professorship 
in the Theological Seminary at Princeton. It deserves also to be 
mentioned, that several children in the Island of Ceylon, and in 
other places, are clothed, and fed, and instructed, by the contribu- 
tions of pious females, residing within our bounds. 

From the report of the Board of Missions, the map sine are 
gratified to learn, that the missionary concerns of our church, ap- 
pear to be crowned with the blessing of God. The number of 
missionaries is encreasing, though by no means sufficiently to. meet 
the growing demands of a rapidly increasing population. Our 

‘Seminary at Princeton, is yearly furnishing valuable missionaries, 
whose labours are received with gratitude, and accompanied with 
a blessing. Under these circumstances it is hoped that the church- 
es will not fail to take up annual contributions for the missionary. 
fund, to the application of which the Presbyterian interest is sp 
much indebted. 

It is also gratifying to learn that God still blesses with the influ- 
ences of his Spirit several of our colleges. Hamilton College has 

«about 100 students, a majority of whom are pious. Union College 
has about 240 students, and of these about 70 are hopefully pious. 

But we have not only to rejoice in the general increase of the 
interests of religion, there. are also special reasons for thankful- 
ness. On many of our congregations God has been pleased to 
pour out his spirit, and to grant them times of revival and refresh- 
ing. The congregations of West Bloomfield, Lima, Avon, Grove- 
land, Nunda, Richmond, Livonia, and especially Mount Morris, in 
the Presbytery of Ontario—of Phelps, Lyons, and Junius 2d, in the 
Presbytery of Geneva—of Otisco, Onondaga ist and 2d, Pompey 
2d and 3d, and Camillus, in the Presbytery of Onondaga— of Win- 
field, Whitesborough, Mexico and New Haven, in the Presbytery 

~of Oneida—of Cooperstown and Springfield, in the Presbytery of 
Otsego, while in Cherry Valley there has been a constant ingather- 
ing of the fruits of the late revival—of Sacketts Harbour, Water- 

“town, Ist and 2d society in Adams, Lorrain and Rodman, in the 
Presbytery of St. Lawrence, have been visited with the special} 
influences of the Holy Spirit. At the military post at Sacketts 
Harbour, several of the private soldiery have been subjects of the 
work. In the Presbytery of Champlain, revivals have been ex- 
perienced in the congregations of Plattsburg, Chazy, Champlain 
and Constable, and also in the congregation of Windham, in the 
Presbytery of Londonderry. Though the late powerful revivals 
do not continue in the Presbytery of Albany, yet their preciovs 
fruits remain. With very few exceptions the subjecis of these re- 

‘ vivals, continue stedfast in the faith, and attentive to the duties of 
religion. 
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In the Presbytery of Troy, the congregation of North Pittstown;. 
in the Presbytery of North River, the congregation of Smithfield; 
and in the Presbytery of Long Island, the congregations of Union 
Parish, Sagharbour, Easthampton, Bridgehampton and Southamp- 
ton, have also been blessed with revivals. 

In the Presbytery of New York the blessings of divine grace 
have extended to many congregations, and seem to be extending to 
others. The congregations of the Brick Church, the Orange street 
Church, the Spring street Church, and the church at Corlear’s 
re have largely partaken of. the blessed influences of the Holy 

pirit. 

In the congregations of Ramapo, Roxbury, Chatham, and Mor- 
ristown in the Presbytery of Jersey, and Gibson, and Silver Lake 
in the Presbytery of Susquehanna, the Lord is making glorious dis- 
plays of the power of his grace; while in the last Presbytery, 
Westmoreland, Wilkesbarre, Wyalusing, Kingston, Bridgewater, 
and Great Bend, have been favoured with less powerful, but very 
encouraging operations of divine grace. 

Several of the Presbyteries in the Synod of Pittsburg, have been 
engaged in special efforts for the revival of religion, and in several 
of the congregations of the Presbytery of Redstone, and some oth- 
ers, considerable religious excitements have prevailed, and very 
encouraging additions have been made to the churches. 

In the Presbytery of Philadelphia, a revival has been mercifully 
granted to the congregation of the first Presbyterian church, in 
the Northern Liberties, and revivals have also been experienced 
in the congregations of St. Georges, Charlestown and Newcastle, 
and-especially in the second church of Wilmington, in the Presby- 
tery of Newcastle. ’ 

A number of the congregations of the Presbytery of Portage, 
among which, Talmadge, Windham, and Brownhelm, are particu- 
larly named; and the first Presbyterian church of Richmond, in 
the Presbytery of Hanover, have also shared in the blessings of 
these revivals. 

In the Presbytery of Abingdon, though there has been no spe- 
cial revival, yet. there have been, within the last year, larger ad- 
ditions than usual, to the communion of the church, especially in 
» the united congregations of Mount Bethel and Providence. 

The congregations of Eno and Little River, the church of Cross 
Roads, of Buffaloe, and Allemance, of Oxford, and other churches 
of Granville county, and of Hillsborough, in the Presbytery of 
Orange; of Buffaloe in the Presbytery of Fayetteville; of Bethany, 
Back Creek, and Unity, in the Presbytery of Concord, have also 
been blessed with the reviving influences of the Holy Spirit. In 
the congregations of the last named Presbytery, is is believed that 
nearly two hundred persons have experienced the renewing influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, and a large proportion of these are the 
children of pious parents, a number of whom are training up for 
the ministry of the gospel. 
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The same benign effects which have attended past revivals, have 
attended these. Professing Christians have been awakened to zeal 
and devotedness to the cause of Christ. And though the operations 
of the Holy Spirit, on the minds of sinners, have been’ diversified, 
yet, generally, they have felt deep and pungent convictions of sin, 
accompanied with a sense of their undone condition as transgres- 
sors of the divine law, and a discovery that salvation ean be found 


only in Christ. Deep silence has prevailed in the religious as- 


semblies. 


This blessed work has been confined to no particular age or sex, 
or class of society. Blooming youth and hoary age; the child seven 
years old, and the sinner weighed down with the sins of three 
score years and ten; the infidel, the profane, and the mere moral- 
ist, have all been brought to a sense of their lost condition; have. 
been made to bow to the sceptre of the Prince of Life; have 
sought salvation from his hands, as his free gift, and, we trust, have 
found deliverance to their souls, through his peace-speaking blood. 

Among the means which God, in his sovereign good pleasure, 
has blessed, to the producing of these blessed effects, special 
prayer, on the part of his people, deserves first to be mentioned. 
In many congregagtions, particular days have been set apart for 
fasting and prayer. Concerts for prayer have been held by prix 
vate Christians, and they have frequently met in religious societies 
at the rising of the sun. 

Pastoral visitatiom from house to house, and, also, visitations by 
private Christians, with personal conversations on the concerns of 
eternity, have been greatly blessed. 

In the preaching of the word, the spirituality of God’s law, and 
its tremendous curse denounced on sin, have been explained and 
pressed on the consciences of sinners; they have been warned of 
their inability to work out a justifying righteousness of their own, 
and have been solemnly exhorted to immediate repentance and 
faith in Christ. 

‘The fruits of these revivals have been exhibited in the moral 
reformation produced in the lives of those who have been their 
subjects; and in an increase of the spirit of prayer, and of liber- 
ality, in the support of the gospel. 

From the General Association of Connecticut, we learn, th 
the churches in that state, are not only gathering the fruits of the 
late extensive revivals, but, that the Lord is mercifully extending 
his work of grace to many other congregations. A large propor- 
tion of the members of the mission school, at Cornwall, give good 
evidence of piety, and the establishment answers the most sanguine 
expectations of its founders and friends. Arrangements are mak- 
ing for the extension of the Theological department of Yale Col- 
lege, with hopeful-prospects of success. 

From the General Association of Massachusetts, we learn, that 
there is much reason for thankfulness on account of the manifesta- 
tions of the divine. presence and blessing. ‘There have been, in 
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that part of our country, great revivals of religion in the county 
of Berkshire. More than 300 young men have been assisted in 
‘obtaining an education, by the American Education Society, since 
its commencement. A missionary spirit is much increased, and in 
Plymouth and Norfolk counties, a Palestine Missionary Society is 
-established, which supports a missionary to the Holy Land. The 
Andover Institution still flourishes, and contains 132 students. 

From the General Convention of Vermont, we learn, that the 
interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom are greatly on the increase 
in that State. It is true, the want of faithful pastors is felt. Of 
171 churches, connected with the Convention, near half are va- 
-cant. Still the cause of religion is advancing. Through the past 
year there have been great and powerful revivals, in 50 towns, in 
each of which from 15 to 200 persons have been received into the 
churches. These revivals still continue, in many places. It is 
supposed that about 2500 persons have joined the churches during 
the past year. In Middlebury College there has been a revival 
among the students, and two-thirds of their number are hopefully 
pious. The spirit of missions is increasing in the state. Educa- 
tion societies, are also formed, and one of these societies, in two 
years, afforded assistance.to 40 young men. 

We have heard, with pleasure of the exertions which are made 
in many of our cities, to promote ‘the spiritual welfare of Seamen, 
and of the success which has attended these exertions. Places of 
worship for mariners, are opened in several of our sea-port towns, 
and both mariners -themselves, and their families have received 
great benefit from attending the public ordinances of the gospel. 
The Assembly recommends to the ministers and members of our 
<hurches, to encourage and promote these useful institutions. 

The Theological Seminary at Princeton, continues to enjoy the 
smiles of the great head of the church. A missionary spirit is 
diffused among the students, and a few have already devoted them- 
selves to the labours and privations of a foreign mission. The 
churches are already enjoying the fruits of this most important 
institution. The Theological Seminary, at Auburn, under the care 
of the Synod of Geneva, is flourishing; and efforts are also mak- 
ing, with encouraging prospects, to establish Theological Semina- 

gries in other parts of our country. 

The Assembly sincerely congratulates the churches, under its 
-care, on the recent union which has been completed between the 
Presbyterian and the Associate Reformed Churches. We cannot 
hut cherish the hope that this union will be productive of the most 
beneficial effects, and that the great head of the church will bless 
it to the promotion of the interests of his kingdom. 

On the whole, the review of the past year is calculated to awa- 
‘ken the most lively sensations of gratitude, to the great head of 

the church, for the blessings which he has bestowed upon it, and 
to excite us to more zeal and devotedness in his service. We re- 
joice in the spread of his gospel. He shall have dominion from see 
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to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth. Reviewing his. 
mercies to his church in our land, we are constrained to offer to 
him our devout praises. Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel,. 
who only doeth wondrous things, and blessed be his glorious name for- 
ever; and let the whole earth be filled with his glury—AMEN AND: 
AMEN. 


Published by order of the General Assembly, 


Attest, WILLIAM NEILL, Stated Clerk.. 
Partapetruia, May, 1822. 





NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


The public have recently been presented with a series of letters from the pen of the 
Rev. Thomas Cleland, on the doctrines of the Trinity, the Divinity, and Atonement of ° 
the Saviour. These lettere are addressed to Barton W. Stone. 

We have read the work with much pleasure, and would warmly recommend it to the 
notice of the christian public. The style is easy and well accommodated to the oc- 
casion. The writer deserves well of the public for having undertaken a task so un- 


pleasant in itself, and fer having executed it in a manner so well calculated to do 
good. 


We will no farther anticipate the public than to give a short extract from the work itself. 
Inthe close of his letter on the Deity of Jesus Christ, he says, 


“‘] have thus summarily touched upon the principal texts which are emploved by you, 
and your Unitarian fraternity, in opposing those doctrines which I have endeavoured to 
defend. Itis possible, that nething I have said will afford conviction or satisfaction 
either to your mind or theirs. 1 have honestly endeavoured to search after the truth, 
and meet every objection in its strongest force. 1 acknowledge unhesitatingly, that the- 
doctrines [‘have attempted to defend, are attended with circumstances of the most pal- 
pable incomprehensibility to the present confined and limited powers of man. But when 
once a doctrine is firmly established upon a scriptural foundation, the difficulties attend- 
ing a full comprehension of it must give way in every case short of contradiction, The 
great question at present between you and me, is, What does the Bible teach on the sub-- 
jects under consideration? It makes no difference what public symbols and individual 
authors have set forth on these subjects. Does the Bible teach them; and is that book 
divine? As ministers of the Gospel, and interpreters of God's word, you and I are 
placed under an awful responsibility, being accountable to the Judge of quick and 
dead. The faith that | avow, in which I am more and more established, the moe E 
investigate the subjects, 1 never formed from human creeds or tradition. ‘Tie senti-- 
ments advanced by you are not new, though they may appear so to a great many in 
this western country. With the views that I possess, t condot forbear expressing my 
sincere regret, that such sentiments should be propagated. They are becoming lhow-® 
ever more prominent, as recently more explicit declarations have been made by you 
and your friends, so that you-are better understood. I hope I shall always be ready to 


applaud that ingenuousness which openly avows sentiments, that are more privately 


inculeated, though I abbor the sentiments propagated. It is not hard to predict the 
event of the present course of things here, from what has happened in other sections 
of Christendom. ‘A short time since, almost all the Unitarians of New England were 
simple Arians, Now, it is said, there are scarcely any of the younger preachers of” 
Unitarian sentiments, who are not simple Humanitarians;” that is, in plain terms, So- 
cinians. ‘These sentiments have been, and still are, propagated with boldness in Eng~- 
land, by Priestly, Belsham, Carpenter, Yates, Lindsey, and others. Such was the 
course pursued in Germany, The divinity of Christ was early assailed; inspiration 
was next doubted and impugned. May not this soon be the case here, and as unlikely 
as it may now appear, yet it is very possible that the divinity of the new German school, 
headed by Semler,’and De Wette, and Eichhorn, and Paulus, and Henke, and Herder, 


and Echerman, gad others, may, in afew years, ke plentifulty disseminated in our 
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country. ‘Tie question at issue may soon be in substance, whether natural or reveale 
religion is our guide and our hope. And the sooner it comes to this the better, as the 
contest will then be more speedily terminated. The line of demarkation will be more 
definitely drawn. The parties will understand each other better; and the public will 
understand the subject of dispute, and be less liable to deception aud imposition.” 





WARD’S LETTERS. 


It is with much pleasure we have learned that Mr. Skillman proposes publishing an edi-- 
tion of the Farewell Letters of the Rev William Ward, of Serampore. Mr Ward 
is a Baptist minister connected with the Baptist Mission at Serampore. He has late« 
ly visited England and America. upon business connected with the mission. I can- 
not forbear warmly recommending this work to the patronage of the publie. Nor 
can | deny myself the pleasure of making two very short extracts from the work, 
thy which the public may judge of its style and character. The first extract is froma 
letter addressed to Mr. and Mrs. Bethune of New York. 


“J rejoice that I have visited America; that I lave seen some part, at least, of the 
New World, the chosen refuge of the puritans, and of many an eminently devoted 
christian; the land of equal privileges; of pure and heavenly light; the country to which, 
under God, next to my own, the eyes of every friend of God and man on earth are di- 
recied; the hope of the world. 

“1 owe to you, my dear friends, under a gracious Providence, a great share of the 
comfort and success which has attended my visit to America: I found Serampore in 
your family. Your influence raised a considerable part of the fund left in America for 


* sending forth Hindoo ministers of the gospel from the Serampore college; and through 


‘your letters of introduction, I obtained access to some of the most devoted christians in 
the United States.” 


Au extract from Mr. Ward's letter to Mr. John Breckenridge, of Princeton College. 


“In the commission given by our Lord to his disciples, what an immense field did he 
open for the exercise of christian philanthropy and heroic enterprise! “Go ye into all 
the world; preacli the gospel to every creature.” a mysterious, yet utighty influence, 
Le infused into their spirits all the fervours of a divine benevolence: and thus consti- 
tuted them, in his absence, the representatives of the Divine Mercy in the word, and 
the selected agents through whom all the blessings flowing from the interposition of 
Clwrist were to be imparted to mankind, till all the effects of the curse should be renfov- 
ed from the earth. With such an impulse as this given it, and with such a design un- 
questionably, the vessel of mercy aud salvation was launched on the ocean of this world 
immediately after the ascension ot our Lord. 

“And what is now the spiritual condition of our race’---Five Hundred Millions, it 
isnotorious, remain to this hour Pagan idolaters, and One Hundred Millions more are the 
followers of the impostor Muhummud. Two bandred millions only are left wearing the 
Christian name; and in order to make the calculation respecting the real state of this rem- 
ant as favourable as possible, we will suppose Princeton to be a fair epitome of the whole 
christian world. Is there one person in four in Princeton who appears to te brought de- 
cidedly under the influence of christian principles? I fear not. We have theu less than 
50,000,000 of real christians on earth at any given time, and all the rest, (750,000,000) 
are livingand dying without God in the world! And this is not the picture of the worst, 
but of the best period of time, next to the days of the apostles. VPeilaps there never 
existed more good men on earth at one time than there are af present; and vet this leavesy 
tore than fifteen out of sixteen of the human race unacquainted with the salvation which 
is in Clirist Jesus;---and this havock made by sin and death bas continued without inter- 
ruption, day by day, and hour by hour, through all the ages since the fall.” 


From these extracts the public may anticipate the pleasure and improvement they, 
may derive by reading the letters of Mr, Ward entire, 





